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Introduction: How | Became Persuaded That the Scriptural Year Begins On or After the
Vernal Equinox

fter twelve years of allowing the reports g7

green ears of barley in Israel to influence g

decision for when we shouldbegin the
Scriptural new year, a fellow believer sent me[™
bundle of literature to read in hopes that | wol
either change my mind or e him the errors in|
what he senine He was so determined to find th
ultimate source of truthboutthe Scriptural calendaf~+
that he asked June and me to cancel our prdyioy
made plans for one particular Sabbath in order |
hash things out togethet.did as he asked and reg=~"
the material that he sent in advance of our meet[="
and by the time our friend and his family arrived |
our home for the blg meetlnghad already Change(lf you think this seal’s balancing act looks difficult, try balancing
my mind. What did he send me that served the Scriptural calendar! There are many views on which method is
dissuade us fromecognizig the calendar thatve [the comect way to detenmine the Scriptural calendar — with all

uso ) these “comrect calendars™ to choose from, can we be certain which
felt had served wellfor overten years: view truly balances the calendar in harmony with the Creator’s

intent?

If your only knowledge about what June ana—
believe and practice comes from having readasiginal study titledBalancing the Calendarthen you
do not know what information servex the actual catalyst in our decisimaking processo make the
change from what is known as th@reen Ears of Barley Calendao what is known as thBEquinox
Calenda In ouroriginal Balancing the Calendastudy, we address the basieith a heay focus on the
historical perspective. Bfaddressing the basicd, mean that we cover the primary calendar arguments
presented by both sides, both Scriptural and historithé chief dilemma faced by both sides is the fact
that, Sripturally-speakingneither side has much of a case. This truttec®gnized by leading scholars.
The Anchor Bible Dictionarguccinctly summarizes the problem that both sides are faced with:

There is no statement in the Bible about how long a year lasted, and théal#t@#sabeginning
are confusing.

| once read that although most calendar studies are produced by authors claiming Scripture as theil
ultimate source of information, those same authors have no choice but to go outside of Scripture to
actually validateheir claims. Sometimes | wonder why some of the instructions found in the Torah are
not more plainly written and understood. Is it because some things have been lost in the translation? O
could it be that our Heavenly Father wants to test how patienane with others when it comes to
understanding His written instructions? Think of all the men throughout the ages who were so certain
they had a firm grasp on the correct interpretation of Scripture, to the point that they were intolerant of
any other ilews. Some of those views include an intolerance of anyone keeping the weekly Sabbath. We
could learn a lesson from this type of intolerance. We may feel 110% confident that our view is the
correct one, but if w@ge wrong, then wevill be misrepresentgthe will of the Father. If we demonstrate

1 Our original study was composed in 2005. It can be read online by accessing the following URL:
http://www.ponderscripture.org/PDF%20Files/Balancing%20the%20Calendar.pdf
2FromThe Anchor Bible Dictionary Vol . 1, article fACalendar, o Doubleday pu
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4 How | Became Persuaded That the Scriptural Year Begins On or After the VeunabEq

more tolerance of other viewsin the face of a disagreement, we will have a better opportunity of
reflecting Yahwels mercy to the world.

Since scholars admit that Scripture is unclear when it comes to dategrakactlyhow and when the
Creatofs calendar begins, we should view this as an opportunity that Yahweh has giveaxhibitan
acceptance of other views, even if we disagree thigin Certainly, Yahweh could have made His will
perfectly clear in ks Word. If we were to read a verse statiiige shall begin reckoninthe beginning
of your months after the vernal equinox, after the time when the length of day and night beconde equal,
this would have simplified things for all of us.

Conversely, ifwe were to read a verdleat readsiiTake heed that the barleytime fields neathe city
where | choose to place My name is in the full green ear before beginning the first mtmtlyexirso
this would have settled the matter without any need foo eagage in this sort of discussion.

If we can accept the fact that Scripture is sometimes ambiguous in its instricaonsif we can
neverthelesfold on to our belief that it is inspired by the Creatorthef einiverse, | believe we céetter
prepae ourselves to move forwavdth productive dialog

Sometimes, even in life, we experience instructions that, to some, sgghtambiguous and
confusing but if we give those instructions some serious thought, welisaernthe intended meaning.
Forexample, consider the instructions found in a Laundromat:

AA\UTOMATIC WASHING MACHINES:
PLEASE REMOVE ALL YOUR CLOTHES WHEN THE LIGHT GOES OUT

Our understanding of Scripture is often such that we cannot understand why otlieshdmn that
understading. As previously mentioned, it would have been a simple matter for Yahweh to have just
spelled things out in such a way that no room is left for alternate interpretations. Many of us would like
to add the needed clarification to Scripture. If youevgiven a green light to add one of the two
following verses to Scripture, which one woylouadd?

FREE! ADD ONE VERSE TO SCRIPTURE
WITHOUT FEAR OF RETRIBUTION!

Ifyou could do it, which one would you choose?

A

e shall reckon the beginning of your years on or
after the day of the vernal equinox, the day on

which the length of day and night becomes

equal.

B.

where I choose to place My name is in the full
green ear before beginning the first month of thy
years.

! I \ake heed that the barley in the fields near the city
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Calendar Wars

Although we cannot find a definitive Bible verse pinpointing when the new Scriptural year begins, it

seems that there is no shortafeéndividuals and groups promoting thewwn personakalendar views as
ficorrectp whereas anything else (s their estimationpure deception. He@e an examplérom Michael
Roods July 2010 newsletter

Were you supposed to be in Jerusalem for SHabuwbdyou made an excuse? Did you get lost on a
Jerusalem side street and decide to wait it out in the shade? Did you decide to follow the takanot
of the Pharisees or Samaritans and celebrate Shavuot at anotheAtiengdu following the false
apostls who added another month onto the year to honor the Babylonian EquDOXROT
WORRY! Yahweh CALLED OTHERS TO TAKE YOUR PLACE!Go ahead do your own

thing. He will get exactly 144,000 to the Temple Mount on the Last Great Day according to His
propheic calendar. He will pour out a double portion of His Holy Spirit on the obedient ones who
are actually walking by the Spiiitand not just pretendirt.

According to Michael Rood, anyone who reckoned the Scriptural calendar a month later than he did in

2010 is affalse apostlewho apparently chose to do so in honor offiBabylonian equinox. The same
author, in a separate newsletter, wrote the following:

It is good and right to purge the old leaven from our homes and live, but if we do not Wdithe

with the pure Torah as received by Moses and taught by Yeshua, then we will most certainly fill it
with every new and novel revelation, interpretation, translation, and desecration that comes down
the pikei and as Yeshua taught us, surely our last will be worse than the first. We must get

the leaven out and study the pure Torah. Do not listen to the fantasies ardlézirgf men.

Open your Scriptures and reafoes the Torah tell you to follow the calculated calendar? The
Enochean calermd? The equinox calendar? No! It calls for the children of Israel to follow the
Creatofs calendar!Do not be deceived by novelty. Once you have purged the leaven out of your
house, do not fill your house with leaven others are casting out. Op@ortie and pray as you

read. The Spirit of the Holy One is the Spirit of truth who will lead you into all fruth.

The above author makedtindion between théEquinox Calendarand thefiCreatofs Calendag
with the obvious desired effect being file readeto conclude that théEquinox Calenddrcan in no
way be associated with the Cre@oiCalendar. Of courséMir. Rood presumably has the correct
knowledge of which calendar is the Cre&o€alendar, or at least that is what he would likehisr
reading audienc® believe.

Another author, in an apparent drive to make those ofiflq@inox Persuasia@rappear confused and
deceived, wrote of how the barley crop in Israel was alréeeseeding itsedf by March 3Q 2010. By
this, | believe he mant that some of the current barley crop was droppingeisls to the ground, which
were, by March 39, springing up as new stalks of barley. Here is what he wrote:

On Tuesday[March 30, 2010] | went with Nehemiah Gordon and we searched for the Barley to
see what state it is in now just before Passover. | am so grateful to him and Shoshannah for
sharing their day with me and letting me come along. We found barley by the fields full ready
and Aviv. We also found fields where the barley had already resee ded itself. If you were to wait
as some new groups now claim then by the time they keep Passover next month then a lot of
barley will already be reseeded and the farmer will have missed the narrow opportunity to
harvest it because you cannot harvest it unt il you first make the wave sheaf offering which is on
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the morrow after the weekly Sabbath and is Sunday . This Sunday April 4th, 2010. Make sure you
watch the videos. °

Again, by freseeding) the authorapparentlymeans the barley crop was already sheddmgeeds,
andnew plants were springing up. This sounds seridie desired impression thiiis scenariccreates
is such that, nless the crop is harvestgdickly, it will all go to seed, and the harvest will be a bust! That
is the picture the autin wasattemptingto paint for his readers, andn sure it worked for lots of people.
fitThose silly &Equinox® believers are@d going to have much of a harvest! We will address this
perspectiveas well as the videos referenced abavereater detaildter in our study

Beware offiAssuming Credentialg!

There is an abundance of propaganda on the Internet designed to persuade us of how to determine tt
true calendar. This propaganda comes not only fronfiBaeey Believers) but those who promotée
AEquUINOX0 perspective are also represented. In my own search, | find that the majority of sites are
supportive of requiring the barley to determine whether or not the new month is the first month of the
year. One form of propaganda favoring the Grears of Barley thatGn sure has beevery effective
involves a Yo'ube video in which the narrator has a distinctive Hebrew accent. Certainly, if the narrator
has a Hebrew accent, this must mean he knows more about the calendar than someone with a Texa
accent, right?

Joe Du m@snwkr201di BEinc MEEKED ANDTHE SEPRENT IN THEGARDEN, ONewsletter5846004, April 3, 2010.

The complete commentary may be read by accessing the following biti://www.sightedmoonnl.com/?page_id=624
®TheYoufube video | 6m fAAkbfCelendar ofitge Creatord s anidt ted be accessed at
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BBKmgQmuw The only supportive verses of Scripture offered in this video are Psalms
104:19 and Psalms 81:3, neither of which offers information about when the new year is supposed to begin.
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|. Using he New Moon that Appears After the Green Ears of
Barley in Israel Have Been Confirmed

Where is the Scripture Text?

that tre barley crop had headed out and was inftireen eais stage. The next new moon

sighting not only constituted the beginning of a new month, but the beginning of the new year.
Although here is no Scripture verse instructing us to determine a new gsed lon the first new moon
after the confirmation that the barley in Israaklgreen heads, or green ears,do know from Exodus
chapter 9 that tharley crop was destroyed by the seventh plague that was inflicted upon the Egyptians
the Plague ofHail. We all know that théllague ofHail came before the final plagiiethe death of the
Egyptiangfirstborn children, which coincided with the Passover.

A s previously mentionedof twelve yearsJune and | relied othe reports from Israel informing us

Does Exodus 9:31 + Exodus 12:2 = Green Ears of barley immediately preceding the first month of the
year?

Exodus 9:3132 describes the scenario after the Plague of Hail:

¥And the flax and the barley was smitten: for the banlagin the ear, and the flaxasbolled.
¥2But the wheat and the rie were not smitten: for theyenot grown up.

Exodusl12:2 indicates that a new month has just begun:

*This month shall be unto you the beginning of monthshitll bethe first month of the year to
you.

Three chapters after the account of the Plague of Mahweh informs Moses and Aaron that the
monththey were in was to be the beginning of ment®ince the barley crop was in the ear in Exodus
chapter 9, and wiaterread that the a subsequent month was to be the beginning of nemtiesfolks
presume this must mean that the month mentioned in Exbaus the month following thElague of
Hail. However, Scripture doedrtell us this, so it becomes a matter of interpretation based on evidence
presented.The fact of the matter is, as presented inariginal Balancing the Calendastudy Egyptian
barley can be in the ear as early as Janu@ihpse who are familiar with Egyst climate understand that
there is nothing in the Biblical account preventing an interval of two months between the Plague of Hail
and the Death of the Firstborn. The statdh@ barley crop in Egypt, then, should not be used as a
Scriptural measuring stick in determining when the new year should begin.

Does it Matter if Barley is Ripe in Time for the Feast of Unleavened Bread?

Another truth that needs to be factoredimur reasoning process is the fact that Egyptian barley
generally ripens a month before the barley crop in Israel. Although we thoroughly covered this point in
our original study, it bears repeating hewlthough Egyptian barley can be ripe a monthobefisrael
barley, the factis, it isthe land ofisrael thathad to have ripe barley in time for the Passover. The Wave
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SheafOffering, which consisted of the firstfruits of the newigened barley crop, was offered on the
morrow of thefirst day of theFeast of Unleavened Breadf the barley is in a general state of green ears
at the sighting of the new moon, we caormally expectto haveripe barley in time for the Feast of
Unleavened Bread.

It is very likely obviousby nowthat | lean towardshe view that we should not begin the new year
until after the vernal equinoxievertheless, | am not in agreement with some ofiBquinoo brethren
who insist that the state of the barley crop in Israakno bearing whatsoever in determining the first
month of the new yearHerb Solinsky isone such individual. Mr. Solinsky & man whom | consider to
be a calendar expert, and | have borrowed from his dakloile presenting my own viewsncluding a
portion of our original study However, Mr. Solisky has expressdtie viewthat the barley in Israel has
no bearing whatsoever on determining the first month of the yéare is an excerpt from anneail that
Mr. Solinsky sent us:

| am not aware of any Scripture that requires the first month to worti® some condition of

barley. While it is true that in order to perform the wave sheaf offering there must beotalks
barley grain, there is no Scripture that indicates in any clear way that if weather conditions (such as
lack of rain throughout Isrdat the critical time) does not produce any barley stalks, that the first
month cannot be declared. It could be interpreted as a slap in the face of the priesthood and the
people for sin, so that they would be unable to perform a required activitythi8dbes not imply

that the first month cannot begin.

There is nothing historical from before the Temple was destroyed to indicate that barley had any
role in the determination of the first morith.

While | cannot say that Mr. Solinsky has misreprese&eripture, | do believe thate misrepresents
the argumentand | do believe Scripture attributes greater importance to the stage of the barley crop than
he is willing to admit. First, Mr. Solinsksuggests that if the barley crop does not produceybsiddks,
this should not hinder us from declaring the first month of the Scriptural yéaladds that if there is no
barley by the time of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, this could be construed as a slap in the face of th
priesthood However, the prdbm lies not with declaring the first month in spite daek of harvestable
barley, but with those whigump the gun and declar¢he month of Abitbefore the barley is in a general
stage of maturity. The fipriesthoo® in need of being slappethen,is not those who have no barley in
time for a postquinox Feast of Unleavened Brgatthough this would certainly be indicative of a curse
on the land)rather, it is theipriesthood that rushes to start a year even though the barley is not yet
ready.

Secondl vy, whil e we concur with Mr. Solinskyo6s
before the wave sheaf offering can be performed, we feel he needs to attribute more emphasis on the nee
for those stalks of barley grain to be truly harvestdy and from a field that is in a general stage of
maturity. This understanding strongly implied by the following Scripture:

%Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye be come into the land which | give
unto you, and shall reape harvest thereothen ye shall bring a shieof the firstfruits of our
harvest unto the priest

"l.e., Abib 16, cf. Lev. 23:11, esp. the LXX reading, wherer'we ad t hat t he sheaf of firstfr.
of the Ilitiirosnt tdha&aynext day of the firsto).
8 From an email sent by Herb Solinsky on 02/09/2010.
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“And he shall wave the sheaf before Yahweh, to be accepted for you: on the morrow after the
sabbath the priest shall wave it.

If I understand Yahwdls intent when He inspired the above verses to be written, He expects us to
know that the barley crop will be in harvestable state by the starting point of the Feast of Unleavened
Bread For this reason, maintainthat Scripture enjoins us to be well awarettid stage of the barley
crop before arbitrarily determining that the next new moon will start the morlbibf However, the
problem is, wée in the United States of America, and Israel is too far away for most of ughergto
check those barleyoaditions. Adding to the problem is the fact that some men have taken it upon
themselves to be thibarley checkers,and as dm about to demonstrate, there is sufficient cause to
question their qualifications and their knowledge of raising barley.

For those of us who are too far from Israel to perform a satisfactory check of the condition of the
barley crop, there is a tirtested recourse that allows us to be certain that the barley is in the stage that
will allow us to declare the next month to be thenth of Abibi with Yahwelts approval.That recourse
is the vernal equinox.

Jumping the Gun?

| believe we need to be careful about accepting reports &Goeen Ears of Barl@yin Israel, and the
events ofthe year 201®ffer a classic reason whyFirst, | need to bring up two YouTube videos that a
Karaite Jew named Nehemia Gordon distributed to all of hisa@ constituents, including usThese are
the videos that were referenced earlier by the individual who claimed that by Mdt¢he3barlg in
Israel was alreadyireseeding itself. He recommended watching the videss we could see for
ourselves. We believe that anyone withasicknowledge of agriculture will recognize that the barley
from those videos was nquite as fiharvestready as the narrator woulthaveliked for his viewers to
believe. Wen June and | watched tidarch 12, 2010YouTube video in which Nehemia Gordon
provided footage of what he classifis@reen Ears of Barlegwe were not as impressed as the narrator,
who keptsaying,fiWow!0 as he strolled through the barley fieles, we savsomegreen ears of barley,
but many, if not mostpf the stalks that we saw were not headed oytayet those thdtad reached that
stage of maturityvere barely thicker tha#9 wire. Shown below isa screen shot from that video:



10 Using the New Moon that Appears After the Green Ears of Barley in Israel Have Been Confirmed
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Mother Lode of Aviv Barley - Jordan Valley - 12 March 2010.MP4

ngordon4 25 videos  Subscribe

P ti-))'l 1:03/1:03 360p 3 P.LEs

To really grasp the problem with the above YouTube videobelieve t is important to understand
the requirements for harvesting barley. Although | have never participated in a barley harvest, | have
raised wheat, which is very similey barleywhen it comes to harvesting methods. We would observe the
maturation progress of our wheat crop as it moved from the green ear stage to a blend of green and browi
then to mostly brown, then to its golden coldéven after the last remnants of the greenish hue had
disappeared, this di@hmeanthatthe wheat wasully ready for harvestlIf the moisture content was too
high, we had to wait even longer.

In the above video, June and | expected to see a lot eh drecause when tliear® or heads of
barley have fully formed, they are still green, though not yet mature. However, as previously mentioned,
we were surprised that the stalks of barley which had headed out wéndyndéveloped heads. Rather,
they primarily consisted of thin wisps that were hardly any thicker than #9 wire. Heads that are this thin
cannot contain fully developed seeds. At such an early stage of development, it is highly questionable
that the field could béharvestready within the threeweek period that would bring us to the"iday of
the following month. Remember{@tnot enough for the barley to ju$boko ripei to be truly harvest
ready the seeds need to be dry.

Balancing the Calendar I
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You can go to various web sites online to see that fdeypdo be harvesteady, the field really
should have a golden brown colo©One horticulturist produced a video titlétbw to Grow Barleyin
which she echoes our own understeagdthat barley needs to be a golden (yellow) color before it is fully
ripe:

Hi, this is Yolanda Vanveen and in this segmenérevgoing to talk about how to grow barley.
Now barley is an ornamental grass or it can be used as a production grass asfarefl fands

and itts used mostly to make beer and different types of alcsboiis quite trendy right now.
And it has all of the nutritional value of wheat grasSo it%s very, very high in all types of
minerals and @ really, really healthySo alot of people are making their own bread and you can
use barley in all types of recipes as walld its really easy to growBarley is best sown in the
winter or early spring becausésitmore of a cool season crop; it does not want to go above fifty
five degrees And a lot of times if you grow it into the spring it might not even produce seed heads
because it gets too warm in the heat of the sumiBeryou start it just like any other grass; even
the grass in your lawn; you start it from seed eithea container or right in the ground and you
want to start it in the winter time and not in the heat of the summer @rgpibut and grow and

its ready to harvestetbween forty to fifty five day$ that quickly. And ités a green plangs soon

as theleaves are strong, but they turn yellow but a little bit britihen you know ifs time to
harvest So barley has lotandlots of medicinal qualities as well Gt full of fiber, so itGs a great
digestive aid and @ a great plant to grow even in yaygarden asraornamental grassEven if

you dor@ use it for makindeeror youie not making a nice drink out of it& still a greaiplant to
have in your gardeh.

Yolanda Vanveen understands that barley is not ifigheerd stage at maturity. Raer, it is a yellow
(golden) color.

| dond have to be a barley farmer to know that virtually the same harvesting méthoae usedn
harvesting wheat are also uskxnt that crop. However, for those who prefer validation from barley
experts, kreis an excerpt from Western Austra@s®epartment of Agriculture and Food:

Direct heading of dry barley

The simplest and most common harvesting method for barley is to wait until the grain has
ripened and dried to aarsture content of less than%zsothat it can be delivered directly

to the receival point. Once the crop is ripe, harvest as soon as possible to reduce the
potential losses from wind damage or weatheting.

When there is 12% moisture in the barley grain, the barley stalk has by thairiree yellow and is
no longer green.To be fair, not all references that we checked agree that barley needs to be yellow
(golden) before it can be declar8idarvest readp. According to the bookodd's Country Homes and
How to Save MoneYarley stalkshould have @greenish lustr@at harvest time:

®Transcript of the video fAHow t o Grthewolldiag dardenguides.copn URLo | a n

http://www.gardenguides.com/vid&®353grow-barley.html
YFromarfil ey harvest and grain quality, dustp0a/20200&. nThe adifle Agr

may be read in its entirety by accessing the following URL: http://www.agric.wa.gov.au/PC_90002.html?s=1883474280
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Woex 10 HARVEST BARLEY.—

They take the sickle from the barn, when morning dews shine pearly ;

And the mower whets the ringing scythe, to cut the bearded barley.
Mary Howrrr.

Most farmers allow their barley to stand too long
before cutting it. The cutting should not be deferred
until every ear appears fully ripe. Barley is ripe when
the red roan, as the farmers term it, meaning a reddish
color on the ear, is gone off; or when the ears droop
and fall, as it were, double against the straw, and the
stalks have lost their verdure. DBut in the latter case

itis too ripe. When barley is cut in the striped state,

the skin is thinner, the grain is said to sprout quicker
and more vigorously, is preferred by maltsters, and will
bring a higher price in the market than if it had heen
allowed to become dead ripe. If cut even two or three
days too early, the berry shrinks very badly. If
allowed to stand a few days after it is in condition to
cut, the stalk bends over, and the head points toward
the ground, and the straw being short and limber, in a
little time the head will be so low that the reaping
machine will cut the straw twice in two, dropping
many of the ears on the earth, where no rake can
gather them. Thus the grain will be lost, unless har-
vested almost the day it is in proper condition. In
this country, there is no necessity for seeking eariy
ripening barley, as our convenience is promoted by
having our barley harvest as late as our seasons will
allow. This is the principal reason why our farmers
prefer to raise the two-rowed, to the six-rowed. The
two-rowed does not ripen so early as the six-rowed,
and the barley harvest will not come in the time of
wheat harvest. Though the six-rowed is worth the
most per bushel, and sometimes produces more bushels
to the acre than does the two-rowed, it must be har-
vested at the same time as the wheat; and if it is not
cut just at the right time, great loss in the value of the
grain must be sustained. Barley is almost always fit
to cut, while there is a greenish lustre on the straw.
As soon as the grain has passed the “ dough state,” let
the crop be cut. Barley should be cut when ripe
enough to prevent shrinking. 11

ure how much confidence we can put
that barley matures a mongtarlier than wheat? However, acording to the above author, one variety of
barley (the sixrowed variety)is mature at the same time as wheat and another véitetytwoerowed
variety) ripensafter the wheat harvestThis information certainly conflicts wh the information we have

™ From Todd's Country Homes and How to Save MoigySereno Edwards Todd, Bradley & Company, Philada|phA,
1885, pp. 393100.

12.Cf., The Anchor Bible Dictionary Vol . 2, article AFI
re

Yor k, NY,

cal

endar :

r st -iR-Chief, Daubhledlay, Naw i d
1992, p . 797, where we ad, iThi s t({cithetGezel s
s month is -barVegt handefést Hval mpat éasi isv al

6 Hi
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already received regarding the ripening process for barley. Nevertheless, the article does make the poin
that the barley crop should be past fideugh stage before harvest.At the same time, he makes the

point that barley haested two to three days too soon will shrink very badly. In other words, we need to
make absolutely certain that the general state of the barley crop is such that the grain will not shrink after
having been harvested. Moreover, there is one questbhih author leaves unanswered with regard to

his definition offiharvestready barley. He mentions barley that is harvested for seed and barley that is
harvested fofimaltsters (beer brewers), but he makes no mention of harvesting barlé&akorg brad,

which is what was done with the barley harvested for the Feast of Unleavened Bread. Forakiagd

do we want to harvest barley with a high moisture content (while it still hagthen lustre) or should

it be fully ripe (low moisture content)?

Clue From the New Testament

We have just seen that some folks, even back
for harvesting even before it turned yellow. While we are inclined to disagree with that understanding,
we will at leasta k n o wl e d g aut thete.a We cant udderstand harvesting barley while it has that
figreenish lust@i f youdre going to let it dry out for se
barley just prior to the Feast of Unleavened Bread invoinemiediately threshing the grain before
grinding it intothe flour that was usedfor the wave sheaf offering (more correctly, theaving of the
omen). It does not seem likely that this flour would come from immature stalks.

Yeshua is widely recognizeat being the antitype of the wave sheaf offering, the firstfruits of the
harvest. Yeshua recognized, not plants wiilgreenish lustrébut plants that werBwhite to harvest

John 4:35 -- Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh
harvest? behold, | say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the
fields; for they are white already to harvest.

Yeshua did not specify the type of crop that \ilakite to harvesbh Some may think that the&hite
color must be a reference to cotton. Howeveere are no records, archaeological or otherwise, that
cotton was raised in Israel during that period of histgithough we knowthat Yeshuavas referring to
the spiritual readiness of potential human believers, we can be dbatidisanalogy woull n 6t be v«
if the maturity level of grain crops was understoodb@sggreen fAWhite to harvestmay not seem like
an apt description of ripened barley, especially since we have already identified a ripe field of barley as
being more yellow or goldebrown in color. Nevertheless, as seen from a distance, even the yellow
barley fields are known to appear white. Certainly, the same cannot be said of hafigld the
appearancef a greenish lustre.

Some commentators, in their reviews of John 4e3press the view that thpdysical crop from which
Yeshua derived His analogy is none other than barley. The following comed foomn Gi | | 6 s E:
on the Bible

John 4:35

Say not ye, there are yet four months

Our Lord had been in Jerusalem andelychbout eight months from the last passover, and there
remained four more to the next passover:

and then cometh harvegt
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barley harvest, which began at that tilneow as the passover was in the middle of the month
Nisan, which was about the latter endonir March; reckoning four months back from thence
shows, that it was about the latter end of our November, or beginning of December, that Christ was
in Samaria, and at Jacob's well. Some think, that this does not refer to the then present time, as if
there were so many months from thence to the next harvest, but to a common way of speaking, that
there were four months from seed time to harvest; during which time there was a comfortable
hope, and longing expectation of it: but this will, by no means, agjtker with the wheat or

barley harvest. The wheat was sown before this time, and the barley a good whife after.

Not only do commentators such as John Gill believe that barley is the physical crop from which
Yeshua derived his analogy, but Jewish undeding from at least the end of the &nturyce shared
the same understanding that barley, when it is ripe, has a whitish appearance. The following commentar)
is borrowed from what is known as tA@rgum Pseuddonathan The commentary is taken from
Genesis 49:82:

Jehuda, thou didst make confession in the matter of Tamar: therefore shall thy brethren confess
thee, and shall be called Jehudain from thy name. Thy hand shall avenge thee of thy adversaries,
in throwing arrows upon them when they tur n their backs before thee; and the sons of thy fathers
shall come before thee with salutations. | will liken thee, my son Jehuda, to a whelp, the young of a
lion; for from the killing of Joseph my son thou didst uplift thy soul, and from the judgment of
Tamar thou wast free. He dwelleth quietly and in strength, as a lion; and as an old lion when he
reposeth, who may stir him up? Kings shall not cease, nor rulers, from the house of Jehuda, nor
sapherim teaching the law from his seed, till the time that th e King the Meshiha, shall come, the
youngest of his sons; and on account of him shall the peoples flow together How beauteous is the
King, the Meshiha who will arise from the house of Jehuda! He hath girded his loins, and
descended, and arrayed the batte against his adversaries,slaying kings with their rulers; neither is
there any king or ruler who shall stand before him. The mountains become red with the blood of
their slain; his garments, dipped in blood, are like the outpressed juice of grapes. How beautiful
are the eyes of the king Meshiha, as the pure wine! He cannot look upon what is unclean, nor on
the shedding of the blood of the innocent; and his teeth, purer than milk, cannot eat that which is
stolen or torn; and therefore his mountains are red with wine, and his hills white with corn , and
with the cotes of flocks.*

fiwhite with corm can be construed as beiageference to barley, which is occasionally referred to as
ficornd™ These historical references validate the understanding tHey,bahenfharvestreadyd does
nothave a greenish lustre.

3 From An Exposition of the New Testameny John Gill (published from 1745748), John 4:35. This particular excerpt can

be viewed by accessing the following URL:

http://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/g#ispositionof-the-bible/john4-35.html

1 From Targum Psedo-Jonathan This commentary can be read online by accessing the following URL:
http://targum.info/pj/pjgen4B0.htm This writing isoften referred to as thBargum Yonatanor theTargum Jonathanafter

the T' century Jewish Tanna, Jonathan ben Uzziel. However, there is no record that Jonathan ben Uzziel authored a
commentary on the Torah, and many scholars now agree that the error of attributing the writing to Jonathan ben Uzziel stems
fromearlyabr evi ati ons of this Tar gumTagsm Yefusdhalmandisderetally thaughtuta | | y
have been composed sometime after the end ofthee@turyce. For additional information on this targum, you may be
interested in accessingetifiollowing URL: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Targum_Pseudonathan

15 Cf., Theological Wordbook of the Old Testameviol. |, R. Laird Harris, Gleason L. Archer, Jr., and Bruck K. \Waitk
Moody Press, Chicago, IL, 1980, p. 182, where we read the following about the Hebrew WogdUwo r d # 9.8 ) :
Grain,t r ans| at edkiwicroraldl ifrnortthe occurrences except Num 18:
6Corrdd iEsngdi sh for cer edaUgisguorda#1n5icSt r N begwisand Ghaldee Dictionaty.

fi
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Beware of NonFarmers Who Produce Reports éiHarvestReady Barlep

Two weeks after posting his initial green ears of barley sighting video, Nehemia Qurti@ut
another video, this time selving what he dubbeiully harvestripedobarley. The bar |l ey i n Mr
videomightbe declared harvestady insofar as the information providedTydd's Country Homes and
How to Save Monegy but even by that bookd&osg gSthanvkrar dGo rtdho
looks questionable at besgain, please remember thabst experts agree thiaarley, like wheat,s not
harvestready until the green is gongp we encourage you to watch the video ask yourself if the
barley from Mr. Gordo& video isfifully harvestripe.0 Also ask yourself if you would want to make
bread from the grain harvested froWeardirdtd say
none of the barley in his video was rip@. his video, Nehemia Gordoselected a head of barley that had
ripened and he had a felloparticipant test it for hardness. It was determined that it was sufficiently
hardened, which is not surprising because different stalks of a crop will mature at different rate®. | don
guestion thatsomeof the barley in his video was harvestidy, but the majority of did not ap?ear to be
that far along You can be the judge yourself, as a screen shot from theisidaplayedelow:'®

YOU ’ Search‘ Brc

Harvest-Ripe 6-Row Barley - Nakhal Milkha - 30Mar2010.mp4

ngordond [¥| 25videos = Subscribe

Paaian onn © |
v K/ 2L 3 ¥ L £

This is thefiharvestripe barleyd presenéd byNehemia Gordon.The individual who manned the ;:amera did not
provide closeup shots that would enable us to get a better view of the overall condition of ripeness of the barley
field. Could barley bread be made by harvesting this crop? We have ousdoubt

18 Accessed from the following URLhttp://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IfCX¥BVivi&feature=related



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lfCX5srVivI&feature=related
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June and | try to put out a new calendar each month, which we post on our website
(www.ponderscripture.ojgor anyone interested. Four 2010Abib calendar, | decided to post sidg-
side, br comparisa purposes, a photo dfuly harvestready barleyand a screen shot from Nehemia
Gordorts video. | understanthat the photo on the right is of professiommhde quality, whereas the
other one is a screen shot from a video. It may appearathatylingto make Nehemia Gord@nbarley
look sickly. For that reason, | would like to ask youripto visualize a YouTube video of the field on
the right andhencompare it to the one on the leferom a farmeis perspective, there is no question
my mindthat the barley dubbdiharvestready by Nehemia Gordon isotin fact ready for harvest.

Comparing “Harvest-Ready” Barley Fields

BELOW LEFT: Caption taken from a “You BELOW RIGHT: Photo of a field of ripe
Tube” video of a barley field deemed “harvest barley. Notice that there are no green stalks
ready” by Karaite Jews on March 30, 2010, in co-mingled with the ripe barley. This field is
advance of their Passover/Feast of Unleavened  truly “harvest ready.” Did the Karaites declare
Bread observance. Notice the mixture of what Abib too soon? Ancient Jews such as Philo
appears to be ripe stalks with unripe green wrote that the first month of the year began
stalks. after the spring equinox.

.,!'\‘-_

?
az‘.f. -

f“‘ i
h.. ‘IX’

Pleasebear in mind that Nehemia Gordsrvideo was taken on March 30, 2010, the day before they
observed PassoveErom our perspectivehey observed Passovat the 14 day of thel3" monthof the
previous Scriptural yeat.e., a month too earlyFor themtheir video was produced on the™day of the
1 monthof the new Scriptural yearThe question is, if we are supposed to have ripe barlervest
ready barleyi in time for the Feast of Unleavened Bread, did the field presented by Nehemia Gordon in
his March 38' video qualify? Was he right in declaring diir3" monthd to be thefil® monthd of the
year? Or should he have waited?

As it turns out we foundanother2010 video offharvestready barley in Israel, but this video was
taken B days later than Nehemia Gordsrvideo. The vi deo |1 O0m referring to
2010. As we viewed that April $5video, arr first question wasfif the barley in Israel wasuly
tharvestreadyon March 38'é  a n datbiarfey wa$i so mature that it was alredadpeeding itseif(as
claimed by those who were so zeal oudthafieldigthe t h
April 15" video been harvested yet?You can see a screen shot of the field from the Apfil diieo
below.
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How about a look atanother fiharvestreadyo field of Israel barley as seen from
YouTube"

ISRAEL - Harvest Time Barley Wheat

AgapelifeMinistries [¥] 4 videos  Subscribe

360p ~ P o

P |4)| 0237108

‘blike &) dAddto ¥  Share Embed [N 182 iews

[«

AgapelLifeMinistries April 15, 2010 0 likes, 0 dislikes
Spring time fields of Barley wheat ready to be harvested

Uploader Comments (AgapeLifeMinistries)

ebediah The date on yourvideo is April 15th, 2010. Is that the
day you filmed this segment? It seems quite early for
wheat to be white unto harvest. Did you film this last

year?

S months ago

@ebediah ... This was video truly April 15,2010 . In
Israel, the barley wheat is usually harvested at least
3times each year. When | left there in June, they
were just finishing the Spring harvest and bailing .
Most of the crop is used for dairy cow food . Thank
you for your question . Feel free to contact us anytime

" Accessed at the following URLhttp://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SfQWmamuGm4



18 Using the New Moon that Appears After the Green Ears of Barley in Israel Have Been Confirmed
b i e~ e e e S e e e e T S el S e

We must emphasize the fatttat the YouTube video shown abovesaproducedl16 days after
Nehemia Gordois video. Again, it was recorded oApril 15, 2010. Later that evening, the new moon
was sightedmarking(for Nehemia Gordonthe second month of the Scriptural year. For us, that new
moon marked the start of thHest month of the Scriptural yeaand 14 days later was Passovédihe
above field ofbarley had certainly ripened in time for the upcoming Feast of Unleavened ,Bubach
for us began on April 30, 2010Vas that field sufficiently ripe two weekefae the video recording was
produce@

While the farmer who owns the above barley figldy not have needdd wait until April 30" to
harvest it, something tells ntleathe would not have even considered harvesting it two wesiier

So Whats the Roblem With Using the Green Ears of Barley?

Based on my personal experiences, theadly isnd F
so much a problem with using the Green Ears of Bar

in Israelto determine the first month of the yees there
is a problemwith the quality oftherepots that wehave |
beengiven. I wasndt umsawimly fir2efet | o
video of allegediharvestready barley, and it dawnedd
on me that for ten years | had trusted the Israel ba
reports without really questiominwho the reporters
were. | ampersiaded that if Nehemia Gordon had go
by atruly general state of Abib, he would have waiteg
month before issuing his declaratiomn this way, not
only would the barley havéeen genuinelyfiharvest
readyp but he would have been on the same page aethdno go by the first moon following the
equinox.

| have read lots of papers addressing the subject of the calendar, and it never ceases to amaze me t
number of times the opposition will point out that the Bible never tells us to begin the new yeafter
the equinox. | would askiwhere, then, does the Bible tell us to begin the new year after confirming that
there are green ears of barley in Israel® anything, those who go by the equinox truly allow the
heavenly lights to mark seasons aedrs, just as we are told to do in Genesis:

Genesis 1:1419 And Elohim saidfiLet there be lights in the expanse of

the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them semsigrasto

mark seasons and days and yeasd let them be lights in tlexpanse of

the sky to give light on earth. And it was so. Elohim made two great
lightsd the greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to govern the
night. He also made the stars. Elohim set them in the expanse of the sky to
give light on tle earth, to govern the day and the night, and to separate
light from darkness. And Elohim saw that it was good. And there was
evening, and there was mornithe fourth day.
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Where are we ever told to allow the green ears of barley to mark seasonysaaddigears2ater in
our study, we will examine Scriptural evidence supportive of the view that the equinox playgra

larger role in determining the start of a new year than previously considered.

AgapeLifeMinistries 4videos  Subscribe

Letds take on efhamestready badey kf Amilt 15" thisstime comparing it with
Nehemi a fharvestreadydbarley of March 3:

Israel Barley i April 15, 2010 Israel Barley i March 30, 2010
YoullD) | =You([TB | B
ISRAEL - Harvest Time Barley Wheat Harvest-Ripe 6-Row Barley - Nakhal Milkha - 30Mar2010.mp¢

ngordon4 25videos  Subscribe

> 1-))'[ 0:30/1:08 360p GB @ 'S d-))'l 1:32/3:04 T . 360p B
Question: If the barley on the left wakarvest ready on March 38, thenwhy hadid it been harvested by April 13
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ABIB i Mand& Definition vs. Scriptural Definition

Someindividuals definefiabilo asfigreen ears of barlay. A common term used i$iAbib has been
found!o and is usedo describe barley that is in tliigreen eay stage. Here is a sample taken from the
Karaite Korner newslettéf*

#452: Aviv Found in Jordan Valley! Mess=ge List
Reply Message #476 of 516 = Prev | Next =
Karaite Korner Newsletter #452 Fri Mar 12, 2010 8:40 pm

[» Show Message Option

Aviv Found in Jordan Valley!

This morning (March 12, 2010) we found Aviv barley in the Jordan Valley in two "ngordond”
fields just north of the Israeli army checkpoint. We took three samplings from =<ngordond@...>
these fields and they were go-100% Aviv. I posted two videos of these fields on ngordond
Youtube, taken with my new Flip MinoHD video camera: €3 Offline

http:/ /www.youtube.com/watch?v=MQFFrPPymS4 —| Tams EEtl
hitp:/ /www.youtube.com/watch?v=9glBSl2aEoHk

We also found Aviv barley further south in the Jordan Valley and smaller
guantities near Ein Mabua.

Thanks to Devorah Gordon and Shoshanah Waterman for participating in this
preliminary Aviv excursion. The main Aviv Search will still go ahead on March
16-17 but what we found so far is already enough to call it for this year. This
means the new biblical year will begin on March 17, 2010 at sunset. For more
details of the Gregorian dates see:

http:/ /www.karaite-korner.org/holiday_dates.shtml

Nehemia Gordon
Jerusalem, [srael

Rep'l Message #476 of 516 < Prev | Next =

Certainly, thefiAviv barleyd that Nehemia Gordon found on March 12, 2010 was not ripe barley, so
by his definition,fiavivo does not neetb be barley that can be harvested. Does his definition match the
Scriptural definition ofibib? We are about to see that the answer is no.

Another controversial yedor the iGreen Ears of Barley vs. the Equiaebate was in 2005, when
the Karaitesclaimed to have foundabib barlep as early as March™8 The followingexcerptis taken
from the articleiWhen Does the Biblical YEAR Begin?vhich is authored by a supporter of Nehamia
Gordorts Abib determination practices:

18 Taken from Yahoo! Groups Karaite Korner Newsletter #452, which can be accessed at the following URL:
http://dir.groups.yahoo.com/group/karaite _korner_news/message/476

YFrom fAWhen Does the Biblical YEAR Begin?06 by Wi lliam F
entirety at the following URL:http://www.triumphpro.com/yeanewlook-atbeginningof.pdf. Note: The Karaites have
additional pictures of their barley search posted at the following BRh-//www.karaitekorner.org/abib/2005/
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Question: If we alredy know where the barley fields are, why do we need to go dihlaib barley
hun? Why not just go to the field and check to seedfiih an overall state of maturity conducive to a
harvest within a twaveek period? Why would we geearchingfor barley in rocky ravinedike children
on an Easter egg hunt

Is it possible that Nehemia Gordon does not promote the correct definition of thahilstd

Now let’s take a look aanotherdefinition of abib. This is the definition found in th€heological
Wordbook of the Old Testamefit

2 From theTheological Wordbook of the Old Testamarul. 1, R. Laird Harris, Editor, Moody Press, Chicago, IL, 1980.






































































































