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3 

 

Introduction:  How I Became Persuaded That the Scriptural Year Begins On or After the 

Vernal Equinox 
 

 

fter twelve years of allowing the reports of 

green ears of barley in Israel to influence our 

decision for when we should begin the 

Scriptural new year, a fellow believer sent me a 

bundle of literature to read in hopes that I would 

either change my mind or show him the errors in 

what he sent me.  He was so determined to find the 

ultimate source of truth about the Scriptural calendar 

that he asked June and me to cancel our previously-

made plans for one particular Sabbath in order to 

hash things out together.  I did as he asked and read 

the material that he sent in advance of our meeting, 

and by the time our friend and his family arrived at 

our home for the big meeting, I had already changed 

my mind.  What did he send me that served to 

dissuade us from recognizing the calendar that we 

felt had served us so well for over ten years? 
 

 If your only knowledge about what June and I 

believe and practice comes from having read our original study titled Balancing the Calendar
1
, then you 

do not know what information served as the actual catalyst in our decision-making process to make the 

change from what is known as the ñGreen Ears of Barley Calendarò to what is known as the ñEquinox 

Calendar.ò  In our original Balancing the Calendar study, we address the basics with a heavy focus on the 

historical perspective.  By ñaddressing the basics,ò I mean that we cover the primary calendar arguments 

presented by both sides, both Scriptural and historical.  The chief dilemma faced by both sides is the fact 

that, Scripturally-speaking, neither side has much of a case.  This truth is recognized by leading scholars.  

The Anchor Bible Dictionary succinctly summarizes the problem that both sides are faced with: 
 

There is no statement in the Bible about how long a year lasted, and the data about its beginning 

are confusing.
2
 

 

 I once read that although most calendar studies are produced by authors claiming Scripture as their 

ultimate source of information, those same authors have no choice but to go outside of Scripture to 

actually validate their claims.  Sometimes I wonder why some of the instructions found in the Torah are 

not more plainly written and understood.  Is it because some things have been lost in the translation?  Or 

could it be that our Heavenly Father wants to test how patient we are with others when it comes to 

understanding His written instructions?  Think of all the men throughout the ages who were so certain 

they had a firm grasp on the correct interpretation of Scripture, to the point that they were intolerant of 

any other views.  Some of those views include an intolerance of anyone keeping the weekly Sabbath.  We 

could learn a lesson from this type of intolerance.  We may feel 110% confident that our view is the 

correct one, but if weôre wrong, then we will  be misrepresenting the will of the Father.  If we demonstrate 

                                                 
1
 Our original study was composed in 2005.  It can be read online by accessing the following URL: 

http://www.ponderscripture.org/PDF%20Files/Balancing%20the%20Calendar.pdf.   
2
 From The Anchor Bible Dictionary, Vol. 1, article ñCalendar,ò Doubleday publishing, New York, 1992, p. 817. 

A 

http://www.ponderscripture.org/PDF%20Files/Balancing%20the%20Calendar.pdf


How I Became Persuaded That the Scriptural Year Begins On or After the Vernal Equinox 

 
 

 

Balancing the Calendar II 

4 

more tolerance of other views in the face of a disagreement, we will have a better opportunity of 

reflecting Yahwehôs mercy to the world. 
 

 Since scholars admit that Scripture is unclear when it comes to determining exactly how and when the 

Creatorôs calendar begins, we should view this as an opportunity that Yahweh has given us to exhibit an 

acceptance of other views, even if we disagree with them.  Certainly, Yahweh could have made His will 

perfectly clear in His Word.  If we were to read a verse stating, ñYe shall begin reckoning the beginning 

of your months after the vernal equinox, after the time when the length of day and night become equal,ò 

this would have simplified things for all of us. 
 

 Conversely, if we were to read a verse that reads, ñTake heed that the barley in the fields near the city 

where I choose to place My name is in the full green ear before beginning the first month of thy years,ò 

this would have settled the matter without any need for us to engage in this sort of discussion. 
 

 If we can accept the fact that Scripture is sometimes ambiguous in its instructions ï and if we can 

nevertheless hold on to our belief that it is inspired by the Creator of the universe, I believe we can better 

prepare ourselves to move forward with productive dialog.   
 

 Sometimes, even in life, we experience instructions that, to some, might seem ambiguous and 

confusing; but if we give those instructions some serious thought, we can discern the intended meaning.  

For example, consider the instructions found in a Laundromat: 
 

ÅAUTOMATIC WASHING MACHINES:   

PLEASE REMOVE ALL YOUR CLOTHES WHEN THE LIGHT GOES OUT  
 

 Our understanding of Scripture is often such that we cannot understand why others donôt share that 

understanding.  As previously mentioned, it would have been a simple matter for Yahweh to have just 

spelled things out in such a way that no room is left for alternate interpretations.  Many of us would like 

to add the needed clarification to Scripture.  If you were given a green light to add one of the two 

following verses to Scripture, which one would you add? 
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Calendar Wars 

 

 Although we cannot find a definitive Bible verse pinpointing when the new Scriptural year begins, it 

seems that there is no shortage of individuals and groups promoting their own personal calendar views as 

ñcorrect,ò whereas anything else is (in their estimation) pure deception.  Hereôs an example from Michael 

Roodôs July 2010 newsletter: 

 
Were you supposed to be in Jerusalem for Shavuot, but you made an excuse?  Did you get lost on a 

Jerusalem side street and decide to wait it out in the shade?  Did you decide to follow the takanot 

of the Pharisees or Samaritans and celebrate Shavuot at another time?  Are you following the false 

apostles who added another month onto the year to honor the Babylonian Equinox?  DO NOT 

WORRY!  Yahweh CALLED OTHERS TO TAKE YOUR PLACE!  Go ahead ï do your own 

thing.  He will get exactly 144,000 to the Temple Mount on the Last Great Day according to His 

prophetic calendar.  He will pour out a double portion of His Holy Spirit on the obedient ones who 

are actually walking by the Spirit ï and not just pretending.
3
 

 

 According to Michael Rood, anyone who reckoned the Scriptural calendar a month later than he did in 

2010 is a ñfalse apostleò who apparently chose to do so in honor of the ñBabylonian equinox.ò  The same 

author, in a separate newsletter, wrote the following: 

 
It is good and right to purge the old leaven from our homes and live, but if we do not fill the void 

with the pure Torah as received by Moses and taught by Yeshua, then we will most certainly fill it 

with every new and novel revelation, interpretation, translation, and desecration that comes down 

the pike ï and as Yeshua taught us, surely our last fate will be worse than the first.  We must get 

the leaven out and study the pure Torah.  Do not listen to the fantasies and fairy-tales of men.  

Open your Scriptures and read.  Does the Torah tell you to follow the calculated calendar?  The 

Enochean calendar?  The equinox calendar?  No!  It calls for the children of Israel to follow the 

Creatorôs calendar!  Do not be deceived by novelty.  Once you have purged the leaven out of your 

house, do not fill your house with leaven others are casting out.  Open the Torah and pray as you 

read.  The Spirit of the Holy One is the Spirit of truth who will lead you into all truth.
4
 

 

 The above author makes a distinction between the ñEquinox Calendarò and the ñCreatorôs Calendar,ò 

with the obvious desired effect being for the reader to conclude that the ñEquinox Calendarò can in no 

way be associated with the Creatorôs Calendar.  Of course, Mr. Rood presumably has the correct 

knowledge of which calendar is the Creatorôs Calendar, or at least that is what he would like for his 

reading audience to believe. 

 

 Another author, in an apparent drive to make those of the ñEquinox Persuasionò appear confused and 

deceived, wrote of how the barley crop in Israel was already ñreseeding itselfò by March 30, 2010.  By 

this, I believe he meant that some of the current barley crop was dropping its seeds to the ground, which 

were, by March 30
th
, springing up as new stalks of barley.  Here is what he wrote:  

 
On Tuesday [March 30, 2010] I went with Nehemiah Gordon and we searched for the Barley  to 
see what state it is in now just before Passover. I am so grateful to him and Shoshannah for 
sharing their day with me and letting me come along. We found barley by the fields full ready 
and Aviv. We also found fields where the barley had already resee ded itself. If you were to wait 
as some new groups now claim then by the time they keep Passover next month then a lot of 
barley will already be reseeded and the farmer will have missed the narrow opportunity to 
harvest it because you cannot harvest it unt il you first make the wave sheaf offering which is on 

                                                 
3
  Michael Rood, A Rood Awakening! newsletter, ñThe 63

rd
 Shavuot and the Impending Destruction of Damascus,ò July 2010, 

p. 2. 
4
  Michael Rood and Glenn McWilliams, A Rood Awakening! Newsletter, ñFilling the House,ò May 2010, p. 2. 
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the morrow after the weekly Sabbath and is Sunday . This Sunday April 4th, 2010. Make sure you 
watch the videos. 5

 

 

 Again, by ñreseeding,ò the author apparently means the barley crop was already shedding its seeds, 

and new plants were springing up.  This sounds serious!  The desired impression that this scenario creates 

is such that, unless the crop is harvested quickly, it will all go to seed, and the harvest will be a bust!  That 

is the picture the author was attempting to paint for his readers, and Iôm sure it worked for lots of people.  

ñThose silly óEquinoxô believers arenôt going to have much of a harvest!ò  We will address this 

perspective, as well as the videos referenced above, in greater detail later in our study. 

 

 

Beware of ñAssuming Credentialsò! 

 

 There is an abundance of propaganda on the Internet designed to persuade us of how to determine the 

true calendar.  This propaganda comes not only from the ñBarley Believers,ò but those who promote the 

ñEquinoxò perspective are also represented.  In my own search, I find that the majority of sites are 

supportive of requiring the barley to determine whether or not the new month is the first month of the 

year.  One form of propaganda favoring the Green Ears of Barley that Iôm sure has been very effective 

involves a YouTube video in which the narrator has a distinctive Hebrew accent.  Certainly, if the narrator 

has a Hebrew accent, this must mean he knows more about the calendar than someone with a Texas 

accent, right?
6
   

 

                                                 
5
 Joe Dumond, ñP A S S O V E R  2 0 1 0  B E I N G  ME E K E D  A N D  T H E  SE P R E N T  I N  T H E  GA R D E N,ò N e ws l e t t e r 5846-004, April 3, 2010. 

The complete commentary may be read by accessing the following URL:  http://www.sightedmoonnl.com/?page_id=624. 
6
  The YouTube video Iôm referring to is titled ñAbib Calendar of the Creator!ò and can be accessed at the following URL: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b69DKmgQmuw.  The only supportive verses of Scripture offered in this video are Psalms 

104:19 and Psalms 81:3, neither of which offers information about when the new year is supposed to begin. 

http://www.sightedmoonnl.com/?page_id=624
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b69DKmgQmuw
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I. Using the New Moon that Appears After the Green Ears of 

Barley in Israel Have Been Confirmed 
 

 

Where is the Scripture Text? 

  

  

s previously mentioned, for twelve years June and I relied on the reports from Israel informing us 

that the barley crop had headed out and was in the ñgreen earsò stage.  The next new moon 

sighting not only constituted the beginning of a new month, but the beginning of the new year.  

Although there is no Scripture verse instructing us to determine a new year based on the first new moon 

after the confirmation that the barley in Israel has green heads, or green ears, we do know from Exodus 

chapter 9 that the barley crop was destroyed by the seventh plague that was inflicted upon the Egyptians ï 

the Plague of Hail.  We all know that the Plague of Hail came before the final plague ï the death of the 

Egyptiansô firstborn children, which coincided with the Passover. 

 

  

Does Exodus 9:31 + Exodus 12:2 = Green Ears of barley immediately preceding the first month of the 

year? 

 

 Exodus 9:31-32 describes the scenario after the Plague of Hail:   

 
31

And the flax and the barley was smitten: for the barley was in the ear, and the flax was bolled. 
32

But the wheat and the rie were not smitten: for they were not grown up. 

 

 Exodus 12:2 indicates that a new month has just begun: 
 

2
This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to 

you. 

  

 Three chapters after the account of the Plague of Hail, Yahweh informs Moses and Aaron that the 

month they were in was to be the beginning of months.  Since the barley crop was in the ear in Exodus 

chapter 9, and we later read that the a subsequent month was to be the beginning of months, some folks 

presume this must mean that the month mentioned in Exodus 12 is the month following the Plague of 

Hail.  However, Scripture doesnôt tell us this, so it becomes a matter of interpretation based on evidence 

presented.  The fact of the matter is, as presented in our original Balancing the Calendar study, Egyptian 

barley can be in the ear as early as January.  Those who are familiar with Egyptôs climate understand that 

there is nothing in the Biblical account preventing an interval of two months between the Plague of Hail 

and the Death of the Firstborn.  The state of the barley crop in Egypt, then, should not be used as a 

Scriptural measuring stick in determining when the new year should begin.  

 

 

Does it Matter if Barley is Ripe in Time for the Feast of Unleavened Bread? 

 

 Another truth that needs to be factored into our reasoning process is the fact that Egyptian barley 

generally ripens a month before the barley crop in Israel.  Although we thoroughly covered this point in 

our original study, it bears repeating here.  Although Egyptian barley can be ripe a month before Israel 

barley, the fact is, it is the land of Israel that had to have ripe barley in time for the Passover.  The Wave 

A 
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Sheaf Offering, which consisted of the firstfruits of the newly-ripened barley crop, was offered on the 

morrow of the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread
7
.  If the barley is in a general state of green ears 

at the sighting of the new moon, we can normally expect to have ripe barley in time for the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread.   

 

 It is very likely obvious by now that I lean towards the view that we should not begin the new year 

until after the vernal equinox; nevertheless, I am not in agreement with some of our ñEquinoxò brethren 

who insist that the state of the barley crop in Israel has no bearing whatsoever in determining the first 

month of the new year.  Herb Solinsky is one such individual.  Mr. Solinsky is a man whom I consider to 

be a calendar expert, and I have borrowed from his labors while presenting my own views, including a 

portion of our original study.  However, Mr. Solinsky has expressed the view that the barley in Israel has 

no bearing whatsoever on determining the first month of the year.  Here is an excerpt from an e-mail that 

Mr. Solinsky sent us: 

 
I am not aware of any Scripture that requires the first month to conform to some condition of 

barley.  While it is true that in order to perform the wave sheaf offering there must be stalks of 

barley grain, there is no Scripture that indicates in any clear way that if weather conditions (such as 

lack of rain throughout Israel at the critical time) does not produce any barley stalks, that the first 

month cannot be declared.  It could be interpreted as a slap in the face of the priesthood and the 

people for sin, so that they would be unable to perform a required activity.  But this does not imply 

that the first month cannot begin. 
 

There is nothing historical from before the Temple was destroyed to indicate that barley had any 

role in the determination of the first month.
8
 

 

 While I cannot say that Mr. Solinsky has misrepresented Scripture, I do believe that he misrepresents 

the argument, and I do believe Scripture attributes greater importance to the stage of the barley crop than 

he is willing to admit.  First, Mr. Solinsky suggests that if the barley crop does not produce barley stalks, 

this should not hinder us from declaring the first month of the Scriptural year.  He adds that if there is no 

barley by the time of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, this could be construed as a slap in the face of the 

priesthood.  However, the problem lies not with declaring the first month in spite of a lack of harvestable 

barley, but with those who ñjump the gunò and declare the month of Abib before the barley is in a general 

stage of maturity.  The ñpriesthoodò in need of being slapped, then, is not those who have no barley in 

time for a post-equinox Feast of Unleavened Bread (although this would certainly be indicative of a curse 

on the land); rather, it is the ñpriesthoodò that rushes to start a year even though the barley is not yet 

ready.   

 

 Secondly, while we concur with Mr. Solinskyôs admission that there must be stalks of barley grain 

before the wave sheaf offering can be performed, we feel he needs to attribute more emphasis on the need 

for those stalks of barley grain to be truly harvest-ready and from a field that is in a general stage of 

maturity.  This understanding is strongly implied by the following Scripture: 

 
10

Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye be come into the land which I give 

unto you, and shall reap the harvest thereof, then ye shall bring a sheaf of the firstfruits of our 

harvest unto the priest: 

                                                 
7
 I.e., Abib 16, cf. Lev. 23:11, esp. the LXX reading, where we read that the sheaf of firstfruits is to be waved ñon the morrow 

of the first dayò (lit. ñon the next day of the firstò). 
8
  From an e-mail sent by Herb Solinsky on 02/09/2010. 
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11
And he shall wave the sheaf before Yahweh, to be accepted for you: on the morrow after the 

sabbath the priest shall wave it. 

 

 If I understand Yahwehôs intent when He inspired the above verses to be written, He expects us to 

know that the barley crop will be in harvestable state by the starting point of the Feast of Unleavened 

Bread.  For this reason, I maintain that Scripture enjoins us to be well aware of the stage of the barley 

crop before arbitrarily determining that the next new moon will start the month of Abib.  However, the 

problem is, weôre in the United States of America, and Israel is too far away for most of us to go there to 

check those barley conditions.  Adding to the problem is the fact that some men have taken it upon 

themselves to be the ñbarley checkers,ò and as Iôm about to demonstrate, there is sufficient cause to 

question their qualifications and their knowledge of raising barley. 

 

 For those of us who are too far from Israel to perform a satisfactory check of the condition of the 

barley crop, there is a time-tested recourse that allows us to be certain that the barley is in the stage that 

will allow us to declare the next month to be the month of Abib ï with Yahwehôs approval.  That recourse 

is the vernal equinox. 

 

 

Jumping the Gun? 

 

 I believe we need to be careful about accepting reports about ñGreen Ears of Barleyò in Israel, and the 

events of the year 2010 offer a classic reason why.  First, I need to bring up two YouTube videos that a 

Karaite Jew named Nehemia Gordon distributed to all of his e-mail constituents, including us.  These are 

the videos that were referenced earlier by the individual who claimed that by March 30
th
 the barley in 

Israel was already ñreseedingò itself.  He recommended watching the videos so we could see for 

ourselves.  We believe that anyone with a basic knowledge of agriculture will recognize that the barley 

from those videos was not quite as ñharvest-readyò as the narrator would have liked for his viewers to 

believe.  When June and I watched the March 12, 2010 YouTube video in which Nehemia Gordon 

provided footage of what he classified ñGreen Ears of Barley,ò we were not as impressed as the narrator, 

who kept saying, ñWow!ò as he strolled through the barley field.  Yes, we saw some green ears of barley, 

but many, if not most, of the stalks that we saw were not headed out yet, and those that had reached that 

stage of maturity were barely thicker than #9 wire.  Shown below is a screen shot from that video: 
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 To really grasp the problem with the above YouTube video, we believe it is important to understand 

the requirements for harvesting barley.  Although I have never participated in a barley harvest, I have 

raised wheat, which is very similar to barley when it comes to harvesting methods.  We would observe the 

maturation progress of our wheat crop as it moved from the green ear stage to a blend of green and brown, 

then to mostly brown, then to its golden color.  Even after the last remnants of the greenish hue had 

disappeared, this didnôt mean that the wheat was fully ready for harvest.  If the moisture content was too 

high, we had to wait even longer. 

 

 In the above video, June and I expected to see a lot of green because when the ñearsò or heads of 

barley have fully formed, they are still green, though not yet mature.  However, as previously mentioned, 

we were surprised that the stalks of barley which had headed out were not fully developed heads.  Rather, 

they primarily consisted of thin wisps that were hardly any thicker than #9 wire.  Heads that are this thin 

cannot contain fully developed seeds.  At such an early stage of development, it is highly questionable 

that the field could be ñharvest-readyò within the three-week period that would bring us to the 14
th
 day of 

the following month.  Remember, itôs not enough for the barley to just ñlookò ripe ï to be truly harvest-

ready the seeds need to be dry. 
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 You can go to various web sites online to see that for barley to be harvest-ready, the field really 

should have a golden brown color.  One horticulturist produced a video titled How to Grow Barley in 

which she echoes our own understanding that barley needs to be a golden (yellow) color before it is fully 

ripe: 

 
Hi, this is Yolanda Vanveen and in this segment weôre going to talk about how to grow barley. 

Now barley is an ornamental grass or it can be used as a production grass as well for farm lands, 

and itôs used mostly to make beer and different types of alcohol, so itôs quite trendy right now. 

And it has all of the nutritional value of wheat grass.  So itôs very, very high in all types of 

minerals and itôs really, really healthy.  So a lot of people are making their own bread and you can 

use barley in all types of recipes as well, and itôs really easy to grow.  Barley is best sown in the 

winter or early spring because itôs more of a cool season crop; it does not want to go above fifty 

five degrees.  And a lot of times if you grow it into the spring it might not even produce seed heads 

because it gets too warm in the heat of the summer.  So you start it just like any other grass; even 

the grass in your lawn; you start it from seed either in a container or right in the ground and you 

want to start it in the winter time and not in the heat of the summer and itôll sprout and grow and 

itôs ready to harvest between forty to fifty five days ï that quickly.  And itôs a green plant; as soon 

as the leaves are strong, but they turn yellow but a little bit brittle; then you know itôs time to 

harvest.  So barley has lots and lots of medicinal qualities as well. Itôs full of fiber, so itôs a great 

digestive aid and itôs a great plant to grow even in your garden as an ornamental grass.  Even if 

you donôt use it for making beer or youôre not making a nice drink out of it, itôs still a great plant to 

have in your garden.
9
 

 

 Yolanda Vanveen understands that barley is not in the ñgreenò stage at maturity.  Rather, it is a yellow 

(golden) color. 

 

 I donôt have to be a barley farmer to know that virtually the same harvesting methods that are used in 

harvesting wheat are also used for that crop.  However, for those who prefer validation from barley 

experts, here is an excerpt from Western Australiaôs Department of Agriculture and Food: 

 

Direct heading of dry barley  
 

The simplest and most common harvesting method for barley is to wait until the grain has 

ripened and dried to a moisture content of less than 12% so that it can be delivered directly 

to the receival point. Once the crop is ripe, harvest as soon as possible to reduce the 

potential losses from wind damage or weathering.
10

 

 

 When there is 12% moisture in the barley grain, the barley stalk has by that time turned yellow and is 

no longer green.  To be fair, not all references that we checked agree that barley needs to be yellow 

(golden) before it can be declared ñharvest ready.ò  According to the book Todd's Country Homes and 

How to Save Money, barley stalks should have a ñgreenish lustreò at harvest time: 

 

                                                 
9
  Transcript of the video ñHow to Grow Barley,ò by Yolanda Vanveen, taken from the following gardenguides.com URL: 

http://www.gardenguides.com/video-60353-grow-barley.html.  
10

 From ñBarley harvest and grain quality,ò Department of Agriculture and Food, Western Australia, 02/20/2007.  The article 

may be read in its entirety by accessing the following URL:  http://www.agric.wa.gov.au/PC_90002.html?s=1883474280 

http://www.ehow.com/video_4872759_grow-barley.html
http://www.gardenguides.com/video-60353-grow-barley.html
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11

 

 

 Iôm not sure how much confidence we can put in the above report.  For one, it is common knowledge 

that barley matures a month earlier than wheat.
12

  However, according to the above author, one variety of 

barley (the six-rowed variety) is mature at the same time as wheat and another variety (the two-rowed 

variety) ripens after the wheat harvest.  This information certainly conflicts with the information we have 

                                                 
11

 From Todd's Country Homes and How to Save Money, by Sereno Edwards Todd, Bradley & Company, Philadelphia, PA, 

1885, pp. 399-400. 
12

 Cf., The Anchor Bible Dictionary, Vol. 2, article ñFirst Fruits,ò David Noel Freedman, Editor-in-Chief, Doubleday, New 

York, NY, 1992, p. 797, where we read, ñThis initial sheaf was of barley, for barley ripens earlier than wheat (cf. the Gezer 

calendar: óHis month is barley harvest. His month is wheat-harvest and festival [ófestivalô refers to Pentecost].ôò 

11 



Using the New Moon that Appears After the Green Ears of Barley in Israel Have Been Confirmed 

 
 

 

13 

already received regarding the ripening process for barley.  Nevertheless, the article does make the point 

that the barley crop should be past the ñdough stageò before harvest.  At the same time, he makes the 

point that barley harvested two to three days too soon will shrink very badly.  In other words, we need to 

make absolutely certain that the general state of the barley crop is such that the grain will not shrink after 

having been harvested.  Moreover, there is one question that the author leaves unanswered with regard to 

his definition of ñharvest-readyò barley.  He mentions barley that is harvested for seed and barley that is 

harvested for ñmaltstersò (beer brewers), but he makes no mention of harvesting barley for baking bread, 

which is what was done with the barley harvested for the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  For bread-making, 

do we want to harvest barley with a high moisture content (while it still has the ñgreen lustreò) or should 

it be fully ripe (low moisture content)? 

 

 

Clue From the New Testament 

 

 We have just seen that some folks, even back in the 1800ôs, were persuaded that the barley was ready 

for harvesting even before it turned yellow.  While we are inclined to disagree with that understanding, 

we will at least acknowledge that itôs out there.  We can understand harvesting barley while it has that 

ñgreenish lustreò if youôre going to let it dry out for several days.  However, the ceremony for reaping the 

barley just prior to the Feast of Unleavened Bread involved immediately threshing the grain before 

grinding it into the flour that was used for the wave sheaf offering (more correctly, the ñwaving of the 

omerò).  It does not seem likely that this flour would come from immature stalks. 

 

 Yeshua is widely recognized at being the antitype of the wave sheaf offering, the firstfruits of the 

harvest.  Yeshua recognized, not plants with a ñgreenish lustre,ò but plants that were ñwhite to harvestò: 

 
John 4:35 -- Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh 
harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the 
fields; for they are white already to harvest. 

 

 Yeshua did not specify the type of crop that was ñwhite to harvest.ò  Some may think that the white 

color must be a reference to cotton.  However, there are no records, archaeological or otherwise, that 

cotton was raised in Israel during that period of history.  Although we know that Yeshua was referring to 

the spiritual readiness of potential human believers, we can be certain that His analogy wouldnôt be valid 

if the maturity level of grain crops was understood as being green.  ñWhite to harvestò may not seem like 

an apt description of ripened barley, especially since we have already identified a ripe field of barley as 

being more yellow or golden brown in color.  Nevertheless, as seen from a distance, even the yellow 

barley fields are known to appear white.  Certainly, the same cannot be said of a field having the 

appearance of a greenish lustre. 

 

 Some commentators, in their reviews of John 4:35, express the view that the physical crop from which 

Yeshua derived His analogy is none other than barley.  The following comes from John Gillôs Exposition 

on the Bible: 

 
John 4:35  

Say not ye, there are yet four months 

Our Lord had been in Jerusalem and Judea, about eight months from the last passover, and there 

remained four more to the next passover: 

and then cometh harvest? 
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barley harvest, which began at that time. Now as the passover was in the middle of the month 

Nisan, which was about the latter end of our March; reckoning four months back from thence 

shows, that it was about the latter end of our November, or beginning of December, that Christ was 

in Samaria, and at Jacob's well. Some think, that this does not refer to the then present time, as if 

there were so many months from thence to the next harvest, but to a common way of speaking, that 

there were four months from seed time to harvest; during which time there was a comfortable 

hope, and longing expectation of it: but this will, by no means, agree either with the wheat or 

barley harvest. The wheat was sown before this time, and the barley a good while after.
13

 

 

 Not only do commentators such as John Gill believe that barley is the physical crop from which 

Yeshua derived his analogy, but Jewish understanding from at least the end of the 8
th
 century CE shared 

the same understanding that barley, when it is ripe, has a whitish appearance.  The following commentary 

is borrowed from what is known as the Targum Pseudo-Jonathan.  The commentary is taken from 

Genesis 49:8-12:   

 
Jehuda, thou didst make confession in the matter of Tamar: therefore shall thy brethren confess 
thee, and shall be called Jehudain from thy name.  Thy hand shall avenge thee of thy adversaries, 
in throwing arrows upon them when they tur n their backs before thee; and the sons of thy fathers 
shall come before thee with salutations.  I will liken thee, my son Jehuda, to a whelp, the young of a 
lion; for from the killing of Joseph my son thou didst uplift thy soul, and from the judgment of 
Tamar thou wast free.  He dwelleth quietly and in strength, as a lion; and as an old lion when he 
reposeth, who may stir him up?  Kings shall not cease, nor rulers, from the house of Jehuda, nor 
sapherim teaching the law from his seed, till the time that th e King the Meshiha, shall come, the 
youngest of his sons; and on account of him shall the peoples flow together.  How beauteous is the 
King, the Meshiha who will arise from the house of Jehuda!  He hath girded his loins, and 
descended, and arrayed the battle against his adversaries, slaying kings with their rulers; neither is 
there any king or ruler who shall stand before him.   The mountains become red with the blood of 
their slain; his garments, dipped in blood, are like the outpressed juice of grapes.  How beautiful 
are the eyes of the king Meshiha, as the pure wine!  He cannot look upon what is unclean, nor on 
the shedding of the blood of the innocent; and his teeth, purer than milk, cannot eat that which is 
stolen or torn; and therefore his mountains are  red with wine, and his hills white with corn , and 
with the cotes of flocks.14 

 

 ñWhite with cornò can be construed as being a reference to barley, which is occasionally referred to as 

ñcorn.ò
15

 These historical references validate the understanding that barley, when ñharvest-ready,ò does 

not have a greenish lustre.  
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 From An Exposition of the New Testament, by John Gill (published from 1746-1748), John 4:35. This particular excerpt can 

be viewed by accessing the following URL: 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/gills-exposition-of-the-bible/john-4-35.html.  
14

 From Targum Pseudo-Jonathan. This commentary can be read online by accessing the following URL: 

http://targum.info/pj/pjgen47-50.htm.  This writing is often referred to as the Targum Yonatan, or the Targum Jonathan, after 

the 1
st
 century Jewish Tanna, Jonathan ben Uzziel.  However, there is no record that Jonathan ben Uzziel authored a 

commentary on the Torah, and many scholars now agree that the error of attributing the writing to Jonathan ben Uzziel stems 

from early abbreviations of this Targum as ñTY,ò which actually represented Targum Yerushalmi, and is generally thought to 

have been composed sometime after the end of the 8
th
 century CE.  For additional information on this targum, you may be 

interested in accessing the following URL:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Targum_Pseudo-Jonathan. 
15

 Cf., Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament, Vol. I, R. Laird Harris, Gleason L. Archer, Jr., and Bruck K. Waitke, 

Moody Press, Chicago, IL, 1980, p. 182, where we read the following about the Hebrew word dǕgǕn (word #403): ñdǕgǕn.  

Grain, translated ócornô in the KJV in all forty occurrences except Num 18:12 and Jer 31:12 where it is translated ówheat.ô 

óCornô is old English for cereal grain.ò  Note:  The word dǕgǕn is word #1715 in Strongôs Hebrew and Chaldee Dictionary. 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/gills-exposition-of-the-bible/john-4-35.html
http://targum.info/pj/pjgen47-50.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Targum_Pseudo-Jonathan
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Beware of Non-Farmers Who Produce Reports of ñHarvest-Ready Barleyò 

 

 Two weeks after posting his initial green ears of barley sighting video, Nehemia Gordon put out 

another video, this time showing what he dubbed ñfully harvest-ripeò barley.  The barley in Mr. Gordonôs 

video might be declared harvest-ready insofar as the information provided by Todd's Country Homes and 

How to Save Money, but even by that bookôs standard, the condition of the crop in Mr. Gordonôs video 

looks questionable at best.  Again, please remember that most experts agree that barley, like wheat, is not 

harvest-ready until the green is gone, so we encourage you to watch the video and ask yourself if the 

barley from Mr. Gordonôs video is ñfully harvest-ripe.ò  Also ask yourself if you would want to make 

bread from the grain harvested from a field such as the one in Mr. Gordonôs video.  Weôre not saying that 

none of the barley in his video was ripe.  In his video, Nehemia Gordon selected a head of barley that had 

ripened and he had a fellow participant test it for hardness.  It was determined that it was sufficiently 

hardened, which is not surprising because different stalks of a crop will mature at different rates.  I donôt 

question that some of the barley in his video was harvest-ready, but the majority of it did not appear to be 

that far along.  You can be the judge yourself, as a screen shot from the video is displayed below:
16

 

 

 
This is the ñharvest-ripe barleyò presented by Nehemia Gordon.  The individual who manned the camera did not 

provide close-up shots that would enable us to get a better view of the overall condition of ripeness of the barley 

field.  Could barley bread be made by harvesting this crop? We have our doubts. 

                                                 
16

 Accessed from the following URL:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lfCX5srVivI&feature=related  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lfCX5srVivI&feature=related
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 June and I try to put out a new calendar each month, which we post on our website 

(www.ponderscripture.org) for anyone interested.  For our 2010 Abib calendar, I decided to post side-by-

side, for comparison purposes, a photo of truly harvest-ready barley and a screen shot from Nehemia 

Gordonôs video.  I understand that the photo on the right is of professional-grade quality, whereas the 

other one is a screen shot from a video.  It may appear that Iôm trying to make Nehemia Gordonôs barley 

look sickly.  For that reason, I would like to ask you to try to visualize a YouTube video of the field on 

the right and then compare it to the one on the left.  From a farmerôs perspective, there is no question in 

my mind that the barley dubbed ñharvest-readyò by Nehemia Gordon is not in fact ready for harvest. 

 

 Please bear in mind that Nehemia Gordonôs video was taken on March 30, 2010, the day before they 

observed Passover.  From our perspective, they observed Passover on the 14
th
 day of the 13

th
 month of the 

previous Scriptural year, i.e., a month too early.  For them, their video was produced on the 13
th
 day of the 

1
st
 month of the new Scriptural year.  The question is, if we are supposed to have ripe barley ï harvest-

ready barley ï in time for the Feast of Unleavened Bread, did the field presented by Nehemia Gordon in 

his March 30
th
 video qualify?  Was he right in declaring our ñ13

th
 monthò to be the ñ1

st
 monthò of the 

year?  Or should he have waited? 

 

 As it turns out, we found another 2010 video of ñharvest-readyò barley in Israel, but this video was 

taken 16 days later than Nehemia Gordonôs video.  The video Iôm referring to was produced on April 15, 

2010.  As we viewed that April 15
th
 video, our first question was, ñIf the barley in Israel was truly 

óharvest-readyô on March 30
th
 é and if that barley was so mature that it was already óreseeding itselfô (as 

claimed by those who were so zealous to get the new year started) é then why hadnôt the field in the 

April 15
th
 video been harvested yet?ò  You can see a screen shot of the field from the April 15

th
 video 

below. 

http://www.ponderscripture.org/
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How about a look at another ñharvest-readyò field of Israel barley as seen from 

YouTube:
17

 
 

 

                                                 
17

  Accessed at the following URL:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SfQWmamuGm4 
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 We must emphasize the fact that the YouTube video shown above was produced 16 days after 

Nehemia Gordonôs video.  Again, it was recorded on April 15, 2010.  Later that evening, the new moon 

was sighted, marking (for Nehemia Gordon) the second month of the Scriptural year.  For us, that new 

moon marked the start of the first month of the Scriptural year, and 14 days later was Passover.  The 

above field of barley had certainly ripened in time for the upcoming Feast of Unleavened Bread, which 

for us began on April 30, 2010.  Was that field sufficiently ripe two weeks before the video recording was 

produced? 

 

 While the farmer who owns the above barley field may not have needed to wait until April 30
th
 to 

harvest it, something tells me that he would not have even considered harvesting it two weeks earlier. 

 

 
So Whatôs the Problem With Using the Green Ears of Barley? 

 
 Based on my personal experiences, there really isnôt 

so much a problem with using the Green Ears of Barley 

in Israel to determine the first month of the year as there 

is a problem with the quality of the reports that we have 

been given.  It wasnôt until 2010 that I saw my first-ever 

video of alleged ñharvest-readyò barley, and it dawned 

on me that for ten years I had trusted the Israel barley 

reports without really questioning who the reporters 

were.  I am persuaded that if Nehemia Gordon had gone 

by a truly general state of Abib, he would have waited a 

month before issuing his declaration.  In this way, not 

only would the barley have been genuinely ñharvest 

ready,ò but he would have been on the same page as those who go by the first moon following the 

equinox. 

  

 I have read lots of papers addressing the subject of the calendar, and it never ceases to amaze me the 

number of times the opposition will point out that the Bible never tells us to begin the new year on or after 

the equinox.  I would ask, ñWhere, then, does the Bible tell us to begin the new year after confirming that 

there are green ears of barley in Israel?ò  If anything, those who go by the equinox truly allow the 

heavenly lights to mark seasons and years, just as we are told to do in Genesis: 

 
Genesis 1:14-19  And Elohim said, ñLet there be lights in the expanse of 

the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them serve as signs to 

mark seasons and days and years, And let them be lights in the expanse of 

the sky to give light on earth.ò  And it was so.  Elohim made two great 

lightsðthe greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to govern the 

night.  He also made the stars.  Elohim set them in the expanse of the sky to 

give light on the earth, to govern the day and the night, and to separate 

light from darkness.  And Elohim saw that it was good.  And there was 

evening, and there was morningðthe fourth day. 
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 Where are we ever told to allow the green ears of barley to mark seasons and days and years?  Later in 

our study, we will examine Scriptural evidence supportive of the view that the equinox plays an even 

larger role in determining the start of a new year than previously considered. 

 

 Letôs take one more look at the ñharvest-readyò barley of April 15
th
, this time comparing it with 

Nehemia Gordonôs ñharvest-readyò barley of March 30
th
: 

 

             Israel Barley ï April 15, 2010                   Israel Barley ï March 30, 2010 

 
Question:  If the barley on the left was ñharvest readyò on March 30

th
, then why hadnôt it been harvested by April 15

th
? 
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ABIB ï Manôs Definition vs. Scriptural Definition 

 

 Some individuals define ñabibò as ñgreen ears of barley.ò  A common term used is, ñAbib has been 

found!ò and is used to describe barley that is in the ñgreen earò stage.  Here is a sample taken from the 

Karaite Korner newsletter:
18

 

 

 
 

 Certainly, the ñAviv barleyò that Nehemia Gordon found on March 12, 2010 was not ripe barley, so 

by his definition, ñavivò does not need to be barley that can be harvested.  Does his definition match the 

Scriptural definition of abib?  We are about to see that the answer is no. 

 

 Another controversial year for the ñGreen Ears of Barley vs. the Equinoxò debate was in 2005, when 

the Karaites claimed to have found ñabib barleyò as early as March 8
th
.  The following excerpt is taken 

from the article ñWhen Does the Biblical YEAR Begin?ò which is authored by a supporter of Nehamia 

Gordonôs Abib determination practices:
19

  

                                                 
18

  Taken from Yahoo! Groups Karaite Korner Newsletter #452, which can be accessed at the following URL: 

http://dir.groups.yahoo.com/group/karaite_korner_news/message/476.  
19

 From ñWhen Does the Biblical YEAR Begin?ò by William F. Dankenbring, April 2005. The article may be read in its 

entirety at the following URL: http://www.triumphpro.com/year-new-look-at-beginning-of.pdf.  Note: The Karaites have 

additional pictures of their barley search posted at the following URL: http://www.karaite-korner.org/abib/2005/.  

http://dir.groups.yahoo.com/group/karaite_korner_news/message/476
http://www.triumphpro.com/year-new-look-at-beginning-of.pdf
http://www.karaite-korner.org/abib/2005/
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 Question:  If we already know where the barley fields are, why do we need to go on an ñAbib barley 

huntò?  Why not just go to the field and check to see if itôs in an overall state of maturity conducive to a 

harvest within a two-week period?  Why would we go searching for barley in rocky ravines like children 

on an Easter egg hunt? 
 

 Is it possible that Nehemia Gordon does not promote the correct definition of the word abib? 
 

 Now letôs take a look at another definition of abib.  This is the definition found in the Theological 

Wordbook of the Old Testament:
20
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  From the Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament, Vol. 1, R. Laird Harris, Editor, Moody Press, Chicago, IL, 1980. 




































































