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ECH:ECY June 28, 2010

LARRY ACIILSON
1416 FAIRFIELTD DR
PLANO TX 75074-6010

Desnr br. Acheson:

We are pleased to respond 1o your letter of May 24, 2010, wherein, in response to a recent
article on the Sabbath in The Watchtower of February 1, 2010, you ghare with us your conviclion
about the importance of obgerving the Sabbath on the seventh day, or Saturday.

We are glad that you taok the time to wrile us about thiz maticr, as we are very interesied in
how our readers respond (o whalt is published. We ate somry that vou feel the inlroduction of the ar-
ticle was presented somewhat disrespectiully, and we will pass vour comments along to those who
are responsible for the content of what we publish. However, it is not clear to us how, as you sug-
pest, there 18 a parallel between the actions of a bikini-clad alleged Witness of Jehovah protesting a
parely persenal matter and sabbath observers endeavoring 1o enforee their religious views on others.

Or course, we [ully agree with vou that the Scriptural Sabbath was observed on the seventh
day. (Exodus 20:8-11) Since the scventh day of the week in modern times is Saturday, and Sunday
is recognized as the first day of the weck, the Sabbath would be obscrved on Saturday if Christians
were sl bound by the Mosaic Law as were the Jews in Bible times. Thus the question is, as yon
put it: “Does [God | stilf require His people to observe the weekly Sabbath?

Regarding what Christ taught the lirst Christians about God’s Law, the Rible states at Ro-
mans 7:6: “But now we are delrvered [rom the law . . . that we should serve in newness of spirit, and
nol m the cldness of the letter” (Bible quotations [fom King Jomes Fersion.) From what “law™
were Christians “delivered™ In the next verse (7), the inspired wriler goes on to quore as an exam-
ple one of the Ten Commandments—"*Thou shall not covet.” This clearly shows what he meant by
“the law"™—ihe cniire law that came through Moses—obviously including the Ten Commandments,
since Paul used one of them to illustrate “the law™ that Christians were delivered from.

At Fphestans 2:14, 13, Paul realfinms this, saying that “the law of commandiments™ is what
Christ “abolished™: “For [Christ] is our peace, who hath made botl one, and hath broken down the
middle wall of partition between us; Tlaving abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of
commandments contained in ordinances.” Similarly, Colossians 2:14-17 adds that Christ *[blotted|
oul the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of
the way . . . Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of
the new maoon, or of the sabbarh daps. ™

S0 Christians would now obey the lofly principles of the Law—"not [written on| lables of
stone, but in fleshly tables of the hearl.” (2 Corinthians 3:3) As noted above, a “newness of spirit”
now motivated them instead of just obeying a set of rules wrillen om stone—"the oldness of the let-
ter.” (Romans 7:6) Consistently, as noted above, the part of the Law that sets forth the Ten Com-
mandments, which were wnllen on stone fablels, is included at 2 Corinthians 3:1-11, where it
spealks of these i verse 7 as “the ministration of death, written and chgraven in stones.” which “was
to be done away.” And what was “engraven in stones” included the Sabbath law,
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On the other hand, it is important that the principles behind the Mosaic Law, including the
Ten Commandments, are observed every day by Christians—not just one specific day—having in
mind that “he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law. For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery,
Thou shalt not kill, . . . is briefly comprchended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love (hy
neighbour as thyself . . . therelore love is the fulfilling of the law.” (Romans 13:8-11) We endeavor
to show love lor our neighbors every day of the week by using whatever time is available, including
weelkends, to sharc the Bible's message with people. Tn this way, as Paul also explains, “we which
have believed do enter into |God’s] rest.”™—Hebrews 4:3 and enlite chapter.

I'or further Biblical information regarding observance of the Sabbath and the Ten Com-
mandments, we are enclosing pholocopies of comprehensive Seriptural information on these sub-
jeets [rom the Bible encyclopedia fnsight on the Scriptures, Volume 2, pages 830 lo 833, under the
subject “Sabbath Day,” and pages 1085 to 1087, under the subject “Ten Words.”

Is Sabbath observance the way one can tell which is the true religion? Christ himsell said;
“By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if e have love one to another.” (John 13:35:
italics ours.) The apostle John recorded these words, and in his first letter, he went on to explain: “Tn
this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil: whosocver doeth not righ-
teousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother. . . . as Cain, who was of thal wicked
ong, and slew his brother,™—1 Joln 3:10-15.

Ihis foundation teaching of Christ that identifies his true disciples shows thai the primary
key to what is truc lies first and foremost in its ability to produce a love so profound that true be-
lievers will never *slaughter their brothers™—or anyone clse, for that matter under any cireum-
stances, 'The lives and worship of Jesus® truc disciples would reflect this primary quality of their
God, who “is love.” just as Jesus himself did. —1 John 4:8, 16, 20, 21; Tohn 15:9, 10; 17:26,

LHlow many churches have met this standard? Likely, yvou are aware what the record of his-
tory shows—that virtually without exception Christendom, including Adventists (although some-
what ambivalent) has for centuries cither supported ot participated in the slaughter of many millions
of fellow believers, even of the same denomination, 1 religious and political warlare 1o this day
—the Thirly Years” War, Catholic-Protestant slanghters of the Middle Ages, the American Civil
War, World War I, World War [I, Northern Ireland, tribal slaughters in Rwanda and Burundi, and
many more. As Professor of Sociology David G. Bromley put it in his recent book Culrs, Religion,
and Finlence, page 143, “it is normal for people to kill others when their country calls; indeed, it is
the Jehovah's Witnesses who are considered abnormal when they refuse to take up arms against
others.™

A Catholic man honestly acknowledged this defining issuc in his letter to Dritain’s Catholic
Herald, I'chruary 28, 1997, page 4, where he called his church®s role in killing fellow believers a
“geandal.” A small sampling of the contrasting history among Jchovah’s Witnesses is found in e
New York Times Book Review of January 28, 1996, page 28; Mdeofogy of Death, by lohn Weiss,
page 313; The [amilton Spectator of Ontaric, Canada, June 24, 1997, pages 1. A4d; a Reuler's re-
part in The Blade newspaper of June 10, 1995; a German-language printout from the Swiss Evan-
gelical Reform Church’s 1997 Reformierie Presse, Decembuer 6, 1998, with English translation: The
Sacramento Union of July 9. 1965, editorial page; the Migmi Herald August 31, 1992 and the San
Jose Mercury News, October 13, 2001, page 3.

Tn the final analysis. then, does any other large worldwide Christian group aclually practice
this idenlifying mark of love that Jesus and John said would cnable a person to “know” the real dis-
ciples of Christ, who, at the cost of imprisonment and loss of freedom or life in many lands, have
“beaten their swords inlo plowshares, neither learn war anymore’? {[saiah 2:1-4) From the perspec-
tive Jesus gave, onee this key issue is resolved, other matters readily fall into place as one gains
knowledge of God’s Word.- Acts 8:34, 35,
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Photocopies of all relerences (except Bible quotations) are enclosed for your convenience.
We trust the above comments and coclosures will be of help o you in understanding some of the

Seriptural reasons why Jehovah's Witnesses view the Sabbath as we do and feel confident that their
waorship is pleasing to God.

Sincerely,
Clortatinn Cowgregating
of Jekasat's Witwesseo

Enclosure
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Photocopies of all references (except Bible quotations) arc enclosed for your convenience.
We trust the above comments and enclosures will be of help Lo you in understanding some of the
Scriptural reasons why Jehovah’s Wilnesses view the Sabbath as we do and feel confident that their
worship 15 pleasing Lo God.

sincerely,

(Yinistian @axgm?m
of febooal's Uitecsces

Enclosure
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Witnesses care
for their own
— and others

EyELIMNSB J BRECHER
Horald Stat! Weltar
Mo ane in Homesiead isslamiming So0rs on the
ehiovak’s Witnesses this week -« ewen 17 they still
nave Loors to slam,
Anoul 3.000 Wilness volunleérs from across Lhe
cauntry have convarped en the disasicr area, first (o
help their owr, then Lo help others.
They're the hear ol 2 worldwide Witness master
plan thal Xizks m 23 snan 33 Lhére's o cabzmity, be it
im Malawi, Eustern Europe or Joutls larcd, The
plan a2 directed From the Wachtower Bible and
Treot Society i New Yark.
Any miitary crgdniation might envy the Wit
AlZses peecision, Ssciphine and efTicianoy,
There's no buresuvracy. There are no battling
2gos. Imslzad, warkery gewm impossitly cheerdl
and codpesilive no ndlier how vahausied,
. MThis comes From a relativaship with God rhat
MOUIVILes us 13 demonsirale our love for others,”
caplained Peosiding Crherscer Tany Biv ol Gaulds,
wig gperated Ellene Farms and Ehone Manufzc-
luring enidl noth wers wiped out in the stoem,
Abgut 130 tens of feod and supzlics have funs
neled thraugh a command post al the AssemBly
Hall ia western Browaend Counly 19 two Kingdom
Halls in the Homestend areg,
From the halls. crews fin ot ezch morning to
repar Lhe battered homes of Witness brathron, [t
was Ejk's responsibility to ascount for avery family
in his congregation. e bisyeled theaugh Naranja
and Leisure City, making surc all were safe, arrang-
ing shelfee far those wha needed i

Surday. @ crew from Pennsvlvania swarmed
over the sheil gn W 302nd Terrace thal was (o
nave been Alpheaso Tordy's new home, An apari-
monl-compien myineninee warker who kBecame 2
Witness 17 years age, Tardy, 60. closed on the
house three wecks ago.

“1 was trying to got @ place to Tive for my old

3ge.” Tardy zaid, shaking his head 2t the mess.
Oespite damage. the hail has keen turred into a
self-contained relief city, Voluntgers — many of
wham plan to stay for a couple ol weeles — have set
v A laundrey. a shower facility, 2 radio reom and
wark-zssignment and communicalion tents,
A Teid kitchen churns out meals for wp to 1800
parsgns, thies times a day. Aad ics nal just bot
dogs and desphruts, Velunieers are trested to

chome-baked bread, lasagna from soraich, tossed

- salads, siew, Mapjacks and French woast — all frem
dunated ingredients,

“This is great!™ said Thomas Nelson, g | T-vear
ald Witnest and Hurricane Hugo surviver from
Charleston, 5.C, Washing womatoes for 2 tuda
salad, he s3id, “Everyonc 13 30 happy. Thers's no
phace like it



_Weekly Newspaper of the Evangelical Reform Church
in the German-Speaking Purt of Swirzerland]

[1997 Reformierte Presse - Iinpressun -
Dec, 8/190E]

Harare: Genocide Unavenged (Estimated 400,000 ki Ll
Protestant Churct: Leaders of Bwanda Should he Taken to Court
Only Tehovah's Whinesses were not mvolved

RF-RED

Also protestanl church leaders were invelved in the genocide in Rowanda in 1994, Bui many of
them are still in office. The human rights creanization African Rights has therefore direcled an
zppeal to the Ecumenical Counsel of churches whick iz meeting in Harare to support the efforts
tor bring those responsible ones to Court. Only Jehovah's Withesses were not involved.

In ity appeal of December 2, the human tights orzanizetion based in London, accuses the
churches of having ledt the churches in Rwanda alone Tt has abserved en "alarming lack" of
willingress to call the failible church leaders to account, "This 13 unecceptable in an institution of
such size and such influence. and which precisely in Altica plays such a leading roll as the
Fackbone of civil society." It continues:

"After all, the bishops and preachers concerned are emploved by the church The overwhelming
evidence for the fact that they not only did rot carry out their duties bul viclatad Christian
principies, should corlaty lead 1o an inveshigalion—and in case 1l 1s proven—to dismissal”

African Rights documented (200 pages of gerocide in Rwanda in 1995 It has been able 1o prove
that all churches, with the excepion ot Jzhovah s Witneszcs participated therein. Thus among
others also Michel Twagiravesu. the nresident of the Preshvterian chureh in Rowanda and Jormr
vice-president ol the Feumerica! Council of Chvnehies, pattivipated actively by hetraying
members of the parish and fellow colleagues

Llp to the tine of tae genocide in Kwanda, this country, with the highest number of Christians,
was considerad to he the "mest Choizrian Land in Africa ®
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HITLER IN POWER ' 313

church, men influenced by H. 5. Chamberlain and Lagarde, and de-
manded the church drop “Rabbi Paul” and the Old Testament and drive
out canverted Jews. In response, about one-third of Fvangelical pastors

~ formed a "Confessing Church” to protect the cliurch. Led hy Pastar Mar-

tin Niemoeller, they decried ‘atterapts to drive out haptized Jews—vet
even he said of Jewry in 1935, “Whatever it takes up changes into poi-
son,” end Jews carried “the unforgiven blood guilt of their fathers™
Famed for his anti-Nazi stance after the war, Niemoeller was jailed by
Hitler in the 19305 for opposing the Nazi takeover of the church. Yet he
had been pro-Nazi in the 19205, znd in 1939, though overage znd a daily
wilness ol the fate of Nazi opponents, he volunteered to cnlist. He was
refused. That his change of hearl at the end of the war has been used to
exemplify church resistance is a devastating comment.

The Confessing Church never attempted {o protect Jews Lut only Jews
who had converted to Christianity, that is, only Christians. Most Evan-
gelical clergy did not even do this. Even after the killings and S¥Nagogue
burnings of Kristalinacht in 138, and even in the Cenfessing Church,
the “majerity did not oppose Hitler."™ The Gernmnan Methodist church at-
tacked world Jewry for its “lying propaganda” and agreed with Bishiop
Dibclius that Hitler had saved Genmany from an imminent Bolshevik rev-
olution, bringing peace and stahility, in happy contrast to the “bloody rev-
olution” that had established the Weimar Republic.® 'The Mormon
church advised its fzithful that opposing Hitler was a violation of Mor-
mon Jaw. When a Mormon youth spoke against the Nazis during the war,
he was promptly executed. In 1976 a play was written in the United States
by a Mormen to honor the martyr; it was suppressed by the president of
Brigham Young University.”

As a group, onty the Jehovah's Witnessey resisted the Nazis. OF some

|lwenty thousand of them, only five thousand survived the war, vet anv

Witness sent to a concentration camp could have been released <im=l

P ) : SRR

by signing a paver enoyneing I:tuLs; ar hey faith. Founded in the [nited
ﬁ'._i_;\ﬁﬁ m‘h_v:: mué‘m:uﬁu ceniamy, the Kmess

TR, SR -

=
R R e R

v TR T A




The Seeds of Hate #/ 7w Seck Foe

A historian chronicles fhe origins and rise of Gﬂrman anti-Semilism,

IDECLOGY OF DEATH

Why the Holocaces! Hoppered i Gerimmm
iy John Weiss.

427 pp. Chicage:

Tven B, Deg, J2H95.

By Michael 8. Sherry

MERICANS may find the histary re-
gounted in ‘'ldeniogy of Death”
alie, Lo thwsir expericnce ahd Sen-
sibllity. Their distoste for overt

Ideclopy muftles thelr conflicis with one an-
ather and reinforces their sense of meral
superierity over savage, haicful Eure-
peans. Likewlse, many Amerlcans see ikeir
nation's hatreds as mercurial, cven tan
sienk. able to reinvent themselves, they can
also relnvent thelr pasalons and subdue the
ugly anes.

i conippst, EI,JI."QPI’.':J.I‘I hanlrels, LEE-
cially antl-Semliism, seem Jorblddingly cn-
trehched amd changeless fag Avwericans in-
accuratcly but undersiandably regard the
passions that erupted in Bosnia), Whlle clr-
cumatanees altered the volume and role of
anti-Sem iiisen, a5 John Weiss ably explaing,
1 ag lts granltlc core it seems unchanging.
i Drawing nmearly no ons of Tewlsh vespon-
1 sty for Jesus’ Crochiixion, e argoes
thal the “derunle Image of he JTew™ was
fixed by the dMiddic Ages. Marlin Lythot's
anti-Semitism {“morte obscene than aven
Hitler's "Mein Kampf' ') matked a doeci-
shve tarn, for Lutler *was the cnly religions
reformar ta identify kimself narroarly with
natlonalism.” Resclons o the Enlighten-
ment, [9th-contiley capitalism and zalioh-
alism, amed Z0th-century war and revolutiun
rave anti-Semitism ita final, terrible form.
It also rosted, M1, Weiss suggosts, on the
special marginality of Jews — sufficient o
sk e wilnerable Dol ot great éncagh
Lo make them invisible.

The anil-Semitic idevlogy of Germany
and Austrla was not greatly different from
the n=k of Ewrope's, Bot it unlolded in dif-
ferent clroumstances, Just as Lather was
the only champinn of nationalism among re-
ligious reformers, “ocnly Latheranlsm in
Pruszia welcomed princely authoritarian-
tsm.™ Liberalistn wae weosh In Central Cu-
rone, and resistance B ant-yeniilsm came
malnly from socad democraks; they i tarn
wara more feared by the power struciure in
Central Eupgpe than Lthey wore elsowhere,
And in Germany (unified only in the 19th
century] and Austria (the post-Warkd War [
remnatil of 1he tallering Austre-Hungarian
Empire), national fdentliies were more
fragile and coerced 1han elscwhoere, Mate
than olher Evrapnans, many Germans and
Austrians alsn preferrad w blame Jewish
greed for every problem unleashed by mod-
ern capitalism, rather than admil how
much fellow Christians gresped wealth and
crpleltad one anather; “Antifemitist (3
the soclalizm of fools,” noe pre-world War 1
German velfromer complained, Ty the early
20th century, anli-Scmilisin had assumed a

Michael 5. Sherry's most r=cent baok i *in
the Shadow of War: The Unitcd Statos Since
the 1830, He teaches at Morthwestem
University.

wolulne and content cloge Lo that of the Fagi
eri Magis, M. Weiss stoesses, neither cme-
ntetd nor simply manipulated it bt forged
“&n exlreme vorsion of Weas hong famiiar
e rnvillioms," inciuding the uppar claszes, not
Just the middiing folk oftcn blamed for it

Tat Mr. Weigs, 2 professar of history atl
Lehman College and the Graduate Ceakcr
af the Clity University of Mew York, sc-
knowledges thal antd-Semitism was not a
sthgulae, stable system. Instead, it over-
lapped; in bewildering ond controdictory
ways, other hatreds. Many German and
Austrian Catholleg were wigiously anti-5So-
mitic, bug many Gorman Lutherans sero
vehemently anti-Roman Catholic, zeelng
the church, bke Jews, a3 @ngaged i am in-
ternatlanal conspiracy. Austran Germans
Juggled hatred of Jews with lury agalvss
Czechs ol Blave — no panaGentile unity
Tor them. Hatred of urban Jows also spillod
inte 2 ol of (ear of other urban phenom-
¢nd: socirlism, homosexuality (repacded
as '"the Jewish digease™ by Welniar-era
faseists), medernism and poostitution, Par-
ticlpants in Europenn colluee 48 well as s
vicliinzs, Jews themselves eotvelinns
gharec the fzare (it agitated Gentiles.

Distinct enough to culminate |n the
Hnloenust, a5 miclemm sl it int sach a
kaleldosenpe of hairels that explaining its
Simgularity remains nocally and tntellecou-
ally coafcunding. Mr, Weiss"s work invites
other histarians t0 grasp the Tull senle of
modern Europes Datreds, They will find
histreatment essential, They may also find
it old-fashioned. Recent acholars have am-
phasized the instalility amd motability of
fdoas {though perhaps net of their ideas),
Mr. Weiss escribes consistency, power,
even perverse Aalncerliy, e ldeas, Antle
Semitizm mwoves mexnrably throogh his
hlatory tgward the Halocaust.

Thiz is ald-fashioried histnry in anctber
wa¥ — it s anti-Semitiemy largely without
Jews Mosl bistorlans now insist that the his-
lory of slavery incorporate the hlsiory of
Afrlcan-Amerieans of e oy of misspyny
the 1ives of sramen. Tyven fppressed growps,
Ly arpue, have influcnce: oppressed and
oppressor deline, ewen ocomstitute, each
other. e, Weiss recognioes this Lrulsm in
thee shatearct Jews deiwen o chegraded
irades |ike money lending reinforced noga-
ive slereclypes that marginalized them in
the first place, while thelr forced abserce
[roma military A civil secvice “bocame ev-
idenee f theit innete unfitneas for such
tagks."" In the clansic double bled of closed
sysierns lile aoti-Semitism, success was as
dengerpus a5 falure, asgimilallon as risky
as ghettplzation: Jows' commanding posi-
Livm in sume [ichds (they camed three-quar-
ters of Welmar Germany’s depariment
strres and were prominent in Lhe eris and
professinng) expossd them to the antagn-
nisms aroused by capitalism, war, ethnle
canflict and Impeslal disioiegration.

Dut Jews rately get naties and volces
here. Anti-Semites are described and quat-
ed a1 painful length, taking on l3te and indl-
viduality. Jews usually get mentlon only as
I pritip, their movement into niches of Tos
ropean life simply surnmarized to explain
anti-Gemitlsm. Singe that |5 what Mre. Weiss

- sEEXS lo explawm, his focus is understand-

ahle ¥t it leavec Taurc in tha oo nea meaa b les

anti-Samites placed them in— as the blank
surecn on which Lo profect anxiely and fury
-— and llereby reproduces the sleyciure,
thuugh hardly tke cortent, of the discourse
he examines, Parbaps this makes Hile Jif-
ference, sice afler 1914 German Jews
were Utiappedin o struggle they were puw-
orfess to influence "' Yt (leir near ahsence
dimninishes the camplexity cf this siccount,

Mr. Weiss also asserts Use singalarity
ol the Holocausi and of German-Austrian
rosponaililicy for it e (herehy challenges
rmany recenl players i the Holpenest dis
haws Revizionizie deny the event liogeth-
or. Apologists see it anly as Ilitler's dning.
Dethers emphasize tronanacknal processes
gl slate furmation, bureaueracle ieeres and
ideologler] frency, moling two Holocaust's
affinities with the French Revohnton, the
Bodshevik Revolution and S:allnigr Frpsidn-
tlens. Many de-emnphasize aeli-Scmltsm
per e — widdely sharasl, alficr all. The Faoln-
£3ugt, tho atemic bombing ol Japan amd Lke
nuclear arms race Were 1ot Equlvalend but
&L exprossod “the ponocidal mentalily,
a5 Robert Jay Lilton and Erle Markusen
calied i, And many assumie that Y oiecanst
history b5 the province of Jewish histnrlaons.
Brwn to Ausiriao Catholic asd Eaglish
Protoestant paresd s, o veleron of World Wer
15 Paciflic 1hester, Mr, Weiss offers a
maaler elidienge w lhose stances. He may
discount what they alfer and tax readers®
patigice —= moaming all over cenlead Eurna-
pean kistory, this hnok samotlnes oses
focus. But he convincingly reminds s that
Idens aro fig mere playthings: thesy develop
a certain Iogic ard hawve conscquences,
often dreacful mies,

ARLY in his azcount, My, Welss

nedes the “aitness theory™ ag baok

a cotpinent af actl-3erpilisrm and

a cocsdraint on it As the miediewal
rape Inpacent 10 madntaimed, © It was wiong
to kill the Jevws, {or they must survive to re-
mind the Christians of divine law, (lwugh
thieyr rmust live & shame 8 ou'casts untli they
‘seeh e name of Jesus Christ the Lord, ™
Chrastaagity stice needed Jows wodesfine itselF
juslas freeduim once needed slaves,

Scen tn that light, Mazisre batl fmlensi.

fied end abandoned Cheistian wnti-Semi-
tizm. Raprely atheists, iWai leaders clover
curried support [vom the Lutheran an
Catholic  churches {awmong  Cla lsthav
Eroups, only Jehovah's Wilnessos resiste
szlsm en masse), Dut i the cod chey ha
liltle spaco lor any religion but Lheir ows,
German velkists rejeclod Christianity as
Jewlsh., “"What wos Christ bug o Jewlsh
coward " was the waoy one pazl leader put
IL “FPeople 328z us of being barbarions,™
Hitler boasted. = We are barparians, and we
arc prond of 1!
Discarding the witness Ctency, Maals pes
talned rhe heeelulness of anti-Senitism bt

nol its wgly residual neel to keep Jews -

around, Chelstian dat-Semitism sel the
szage for the Holgganst, hut Mazism made it

happen, Jews ohoe wilnessed W Chrisdanity. °
Gnly anti-Bemitism —not Jews as witnesses |
—defined Mazlsm. The olivlous lrony I5 thal
affter Mozism:'s deleal, Jows became its fore- -

matl witnesses. M Welss may not ses the
stary throwgh their ewes, but the way ae tc]ls

ir e matmanlline nena ihalnee
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Watrhing for Vislense

The power that 2n authoriey fgure can wield is, MOIEDVET, NOT restricred
to Joseph Mengele’s coworkers ar Auschwicz. Ocdinary people, under rio
great pressure, have administered potentally lachal elecesic shocks when
asked to do so by someone wearing a whice coar (Milgram 1974); ordinacy
people can go along with the majority, doubting che evideace of the:r
owa eyes when all their peers appear to be seeing somethin g differenc(Asch
1559). It 13 normal for people co kill ochers when their country calls; indeed,
ic is the Jehovah's Wicnesses who are considered abnoermal when they refuse
to take up arms against ochers ~and it is for chis reason thar che 7 have been
killed and subjecred to all manner of violence.

This conscrucion of otherness, found in sorne NRMs and in 2 oot in-
significant proportion of the general popularion, can also spring from a
CAG's concern wich harm emanating from NRMs, Theough the medis,
CAGs have nor only supplied good stories, they have also provided
the concepts and the grammar with which the general public (including
officials) can frame their undersranding of NRMs, Nouns such as “culs” and
“pseudo-religion”; verbs such as "brainwash,” “manipulate,” and "exploit”;
adjectives such as "bizacre,” "fanaric,” and “violent”; and use of the passive
voice for “victims” who Aare been duped and Aad 7o e rescued eftectively
diminish the [ikelihood thar members of NRMs could have made choices
andfor be capable of leaving {alchough, ir face, most do of their owa free
will). Culrists becomne reduced o anocher species, inczpabls of the normal
reasening and morakiry of real people, and, thus, nor o be created as if they
were like us.

If it i parc of che convanrional wisdom that culrs are dangerous, then
law enforcers, politicians, and others {including vigilante groups) wiil be
"given permission” ro actack NRMs verbally, legally, er physically (or to
turn a blind eye when others zrcack them) wichour drawing as much wrach
upon themselves (or losing as many vores) as mighe have been the case were
they toattack older, more respected religions ir asimilar fashion, even when
these religions may well be jusc as, if not more, harmful. It is far safer (less
likely to resule in negative repercussions for the accacker) if che objeces of an
actack are generally considered ro be “getting no more than they desceve.”
There may be generzl agreement thas “semerhing oughe to be done” zbout
the danger in our mids, and chac drastic measures may be called for in
what hias come ta be perceived as a drastic situztion. Such thezoric can be
Seen as fanning rhe violence that has been rneted our co NRMs in parss of
Europe and the former Soviec Unien — and, indeed, in the Urnired States of
Americe,
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the exact tvpe of crefisman indicated by this
word (whether a tentmaker, weaver of tapestry,
or ropemaker); however, nurmorous schoiars Ao
knowledge that “there scems no reuscrn 1o depart
from the translation ‘tent-makers. "——The Fxpos-
itor's Greek Testament, edited by W. Nicoll, 1967,
Vol I, p. 383 :

When Faul first visited Corinth he stayed with
Aquila and Priscilla “on account of being of the
samoe trade.” (Ac 18:1-3) The apostle Paul was
from Tarsus in Cilicia, an ares famous for ils
goat-hair cloth named cilicium from which tents
were made. (Ac 21:29) Amoeng Lhe Jews of the
first century C.L., it was considored honerable to
-each & lad a trade even if he was to receive a
higher education. So Paul lkely ganed expericnos
in the manufacture of Lents while still & youth.
Tentmaking may also have been the type of work
the apostie did in Thessalonica (1Th 2:5; 2Th 3:8)
and other places. [Ac 20:34, 35; 1Co 411, 12) The
work was not essy, for it is reporied that thu
ciliciurm tended to be stiff anc rough, comsequent-
by cafficult to cut and sow.

TENT OF MEETING. An expression apphed
otk to the lent of Boses (Ex 33:7) and to the
cacred tabornacle erected in the wilderness. (Ex
359:32, 40: 40:2, 8, 7, 22, 74, 26, 28, 30, 32, 24, 3h)
For a tirme until the erection of the tabernacle, the
tent of Moses served as a tempurary sanctuary.
This wasg because the clourd, ropresenting Jeho-
vah's presence, stationed itself “at” (likely, in front
of) the entrance of this tent whenever Tioses
entered, and Jehovah communicated with Moses
thare, It was called the “tent of 1'L'1E!E'T1'TI§,” eviclert-

1y because the people bad o go there 1o inquire of

Tehoveh and tims, in effect, they met Jehovah
there. (Ex 33:7-11) Apparently for the swme rea-
son the sacred tabernace was Lermed the “rent of
meeling.” —See TABRINACIE.

TENT OF THE TESTIMONY. See Tasre-
WACLE.

TEN WORDS. Thic translation of the Hebrew
expression aseleth had devarimn’, iound only in
the Tentateuch, designates the ten basic laws of
the Taw covenant; comumonly calied the Ten Come-
qpandments. (Fx 34:28; be 4:13; 10:4) This spe-
cial cade of laws is also spoken of as the "Wordy'
(De 5:22) and as "the words of the covenant.” (Ex
3428} The Greck Sepruagint (Ex 34:28; De 10:4)
reads de'ka (ten) lo'gous {(words), from which
combingtion the word “Decalogue” 1s denved.
Source of Tablets. The Ten Words wome first
arally given at Mount Sinal by the angel of Jeho-
vah. (Ex 20:1: 31:18; De 5:22; 9:10; Ac 7:38, b3;

TEN WORDS

see also Ga 3:19: Heb 2:2.) Moscs then ascanded
the mountain o receive the Ten Words in written
form on two stone tablets, along with other com-
mandments and instructions. During his extend-
pd 40-day stay, the poople grew restless ard
made a malten calf to worskip. Descending the
mowilain, Moses saw this spootacle of idolatry
and threw down “the tablets [that] were the
workmanship of God,” Lhe wery tabiets updn
which the Ten Waords hed been written, and shat-
rared them. —Ex 24:12; 31:18-32:18; De 9:8-17;
comapare Lo 1120, )

Jenovah later told Mases: "Carve out for your-
<elf two tablots of stone ke the first ones, and 1
must write upon she tablets the words that ap-
peared on the first tablets, which vou shattered.”
(Ex 34:1-4) And so after another 40 days spent in
ke mountain, a duplicate copy of the Ten Words

‘was obtained. These were keplt by Moses in an ark

of acacin wood. (De 10:1-5) The two tablets were

called “Lhe mablets of the covenant.” {De 9.9, 11,

16) Evidently this is why the gold-overlaic ark
laler made by Bezalsl, i which the tablets were
eventually kept, was called “the ark of rhe cove-
nant.” (Jos 3:6, 11; 8:33; Jg 20;27; Heb 9:1) This
woislation of the Ten Words was also ralled "the
testiinory” (Ex 25:16, 21; 40:20) and the “tablets

.of the Testimony™ (Ex 31:18; 34:28), hence Lhic

cwpressions “the ark of the wstimony” (Iix 25:22;
Nu 4:h), and also "the tabormacle ol the Testimo-
ny,” Lhar is, the tent wheore the Ark wias housed,
—FEx 38:21.

Concerning the first set of tablets, il is stared
that they not only were made by Jehowvah bl
wieTe also “written on by God's lingsr,” evidently
denoting God's spiriz. (Fx 31:18; De &:13; bidg;
0:10) Tikewise, the second sat of Lablets, utihough
carved outl by Moses, were written upon by Jeho-
veh. When, at Exodus 34:2Y, Moses was told,
“Wirite down for vourself these words,” reforence
was not to the Ten Words themselves, but, rather,
as on a previous cocasion (Bx 24:3, 4], he wras 1o
write down sorne of the other detzils pertaining
te the covenant regulations, Hence, the pronoun
s i Kxodus 34:28b refers 1o Jehovah when it
says: "And he [lehovah, not Mosos] proceeded Lo
write upon the tablots the words of the covenant,
the Ten Words.” Verse 1 shows this to be so. Later,
when recalling Lhese events, Moses confirms that

it wes Jehovah who duplicated the tablets.—De
10:1-4.
Contents of the Commandments. By way

of an introduction to these Ton Words is the
forthright stetement in the first person: “I am
Jehowan vour God, who have broaght you out of






