6. The Claim: Yahweh Did Not Require the Israeld to
Observe the First Jubilee that Fell After Their Erdgnce into
the Promised Land

Yahweh gave to Israel in the first part of Leviticustlea 25. They've always seemed pretty

straightforward: When you enter the land which | give you, then shall the land keep a Sabbg
Okay, at first glance, | will agree that it appears Wah told Moses that the Israelites were to keep g
Sabbatical Year upon entering the Promised Land. Howédwse read on, we find that the very next
instruction was to work the land for six years, aftéich the seventh year was to be a “sabbath of rest
for the land. Again, if we didn’t read any further, luttb see how someone might conclude that this
secondreference to the land keeping a Sabbath was mereljuaioa the second Sabbatical Year.

| l ntil the late summer of 2008, | hadn’t ever really giveach thought to the instructions that

Nevertheless, if we stop there, we are in dangeeathing a premature conclusion; so we need tq
continue reading. We find that once Yahweh had finishedidathe groundwork for thesix years of
working the land, then giving it arest” principle, He explained that the Israelites weretiinberseven
of those “sabbaths of rest” for a total of forty-nireags andhen the children of Israel were to cause the
“trumpet of the jubilee” to sound on the"@ay of the seventh month. Consequently, the fiftiethr y
was to be “hallowed,” effectively creating a doubledigabbath. When June and | put those first 12
verses of Leviticus 25 together in what we feel isghgper context, we understand that the first “land
Sabbath” referenced in this chapter is actually a rederemthe Jubilee Year. This initial “sabbath” year,
then, was in fact the culminating Jubilee Year for edecyhat was yet unknown to the children of Israel.
That Jubilee Year may or may not have been revealesli@s to the Israelites; however, if we can
recognize a possible clue from Josephus, the name givie tisraelites’ very first encampment after
entering the Promised Lan@jlgal, has an alternate meaningliberty, a word that expresses the ultimate
fulfillment of the Jubilee cyclé.

Equipped with the above information from Leviticus 25:2-12.eJand | have long understood the
Jubilee Year during which the children of Israel enteredPtioenised Land as being the forerunner to the
Jubilee cycle that was to begin when that “land Sabbgtht ended. Once they counted seven sucl
“land Sabbaths,” they were to sound the “trumpet of thelge,” and the ensuing $0year would
complete the Jubilee cycle ... the first one observeddyghiidren of Israel.

Our understanding of the Jubilee cycle is one that wephadtely shared with other believers, and
that understanding hadn’t ever been challenged by anyonel therdummer of 2008. One afternoon in
our home, as | pecked at the computer keyboard while workirgseparate study, Glenn and June were
engaged in a discussion about the Jubilee cycle. Sha heard nearly all of Glenn’s arguments before,
| was paying more attention to what | was typing thamvhat they were saying. At one point in their
conversation, however, June expressed being curioushasvt&Glenn could explain an apparent problem
that the opening segment of Leviticus 25 presents forrgiseent — specifically, that he must not believe

that the Israelites observed the first-occurring Jelslgbsequent to their entrance into the Promised Land.

! Cf., The Works of Flavius Josephtrmnslated by William Whiston, A. M., Vol. IAntiquities of the JewBook V, ch. 1,
sec. 11, Baker Book House, Grand Rapids, MI, 1992, p. 293. Foreaimrdepth treatment of Josephus’ translatioBitgfal,

please see Part Il, chapter Did the Israelites Enter the Promised Land Duringhilde Year™.
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My semi-attentive ears perked up a notch so as to HeanG response. With all due respect to Glenn’s
intelligence, | feel that the answer he provided was s@dutous that, at first, | thought he was joking.
Since | had not been paying very close attention to thetussion, | was subconsciously waiting to hear
Glenn laugh at his own joke. However, when no laugimetr even a chuckle, ensued, | suddenly begarn
paying closer attention to their conversation.

| had just overheard Glenn agree with June’s contetiiahhis method requires believing that the
Israelites could not have observed the first Jubilegr yecurred following their entrance into the
Promised Land. Again, not hearing any laughter afterimgathis comment, | shot a quick glance
towards Glenn to see if he at least had a “just kiddiagk on his face. He did not, so all of a sudden |
developed a keen interest in learning more about this partiaspect of Glenn’s belief pertaining to the
Jubilee cycle. As | just mentioned, this aspect focosethe opening verses of Leviticus 25. Although
these verses have been previously cited, we really haagdressed them ... until now. For review
purposes, here they are again:

1And Yahweh spake unto Moses in mount Sinai, saying,

2Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye come into
the land which I give you, then shall the land keep a sabbath unto Yahweh.
3Six years thou shalt sow thy field, and six years thou shalt prune thy
vineyard, and gather in the fruit thereof;

4But in the seventh year shall be a sabbath of rest unto the land, a sabbath
for Yahweh: thou shalt neither sow thy field, nor prune thy vineyard.

According to this passage, the Israelites were comndaiadebserve a “land sabbath” when they
came into the Promised Land. Although it doesn’t speeifgther or not this “land sabbath” fell during a
Jubilee year, June and | believe that if we continading we can, by process of elimination, determine
that it was indeed a Jubilee year. We need to beainuh timat there is no requirement for Scripture to
specifythat the year of entry was a Jubilee Year becasssealready know, a Jubilee year is observed
as a “land sabbath.” Thus, a Jubilee Yiear “Sabbatical Year.” Nevertheless, for those wighm
suggest that | am “adding to the Word” or otherwise reaitagthe text by concluding that the Israelites
entered the Promised Land during a Jubilee year, | miblyi state that, as we are about to see, this
understanding has the support of historical evidence. Mergthere are “Year 50 = Year 1” adherents
who agree that, indeed, it was a Jubilee Year.

You may wonder, “Whadifferencedoes it make whether or not the year the Israedigsred the
Promised Land was a Jubilee year?”

It makes ahugedifference because if the year during which they entdredPromised Land was a
Jubilee year, then, according to Glenn’s view, this sarae weuldalso have been “year 1” of the next
cycle. For Glenn’s model, a Jubilee Year entrance pasggical problem because, as we've already
learned, this would have allowed orflye yearsof sowing and reaping before the subsequent Sabbaticg
year. However, according to verse three, upon obsethgigfirst “land Sabbath,” the Israelites were
instructed to count offix years not five. Thus, it would be to the detriment of Glenposition for the

% See footnote #12 of chapter 1 (“The Connection Betweeilee Cycles and the Timing of the Messiah’s R&}dan details.
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year during which the Israelites entered the Promised tainave been a Jubilee year. Surprisingly, if
you noticed my comment in footnote #12 of chapter 1, arbawtho agrees with Glenn that “year 50”
coincides with “year 1" promotes the position that theaelitesdid indeed enter the Promised Land
during a Jubilee year!In fact, | have come across the writingsotfer “Year 50 = Year 1” proponents
who agree with our position that the Israelites eattéhe Promised Landing during a Jubilee year. Here’s
one example, taken from study entitled “Joshua’s Setbntubilee,” by John P. Pratt:

An extremely impressive anniversary of that date is
approaching. Mon 6 Apr 2009 will mark exactly seventy
jubilees on the (Perpetual) Hebrew Calendar since that
date. The year of the jubilee has been lost to modern
Hebrews, but the results of my research indicate that the
jubilee year occurred in that very year of entering the
Promised Land. The Lord told Moses to begin counting
sabbath years and the jubilee cycle when they entered
the promised land (Lev. 25), which suggests beginning the
count immediately at that time. The jubilee is the fiftieth
year after the cycle begins, but the cycle only has seven
sets of seven years, or 49 years. Thus, the 50th year of The River Jordan
the cycle is the same as the first year of the cycle. That

and several other events indicate that they indeed

entered the promised land in a jubilee year. The year 2009 marks 70 sets of 49-year
jubilee cycles since 1422 BC.?

If June and | (as well as the above author) are coimainderstanding that Leviticus 25:2-12 validates
that the year during which the Israelites entered tloenRed Land was a Jubilee year, the ensuing si
years of sowing and reaping presents no problem becausewiiealwaysbe six years of sowing and
reaping prior to each Sabbatical year. On the otardhGlenn recognizes that if the year they enterec
the Land was a Jubilee Year, by his method that yearalgas'Year 1” of the next Sabbatical cycle,
leaving only five years to “sow and reap,” whereas thepkinly directed them to sow their fields, prune
their vineyards and gather in the fruit ®x years (verse 3).

You might ask, Why do some proponents of the 49-year Jubilee cycle teach that thktdsrae
entered the Promised Land in a Jubilee Year if this means there coyldawd been five years of sowing
and reaping once that year endédPhere are two possible answers:

(1) Unlike Glenn, those proponents may believe the Julsiése of entrance into the Land was fhist-
ever Jubilee Year As such, that particular Jubilee Year would not admavith “Year 1” of the next
Sabbatical cycle.

(2) Another possibility involves the fact that not all prapots of 49-year Jubilee cycles share Glenn’s
“Year 50 = Year 1” belief. For example, we are abmupresent a commentary from a well-respected

3 From "Joshua's Seventieth Jubilee," by John P. Reptinted fromMeridian Magazing18 May 2006). ©2006 by John P.
Pratt. All rights Reserved. The entire article maydad online by accessing the following URL:

http://www.johnpratt.com/items/docs/lds/meridian/2006/joshua#th1
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author who agrees with Glenn’s view that the Jubileeecgohsists of 49 years, yet he is persuaded that
the 49" year always coincides with a Jubilee Year.

Of course, June and | disagree with both of the alupt®ns. We agree with Glenn Moore’s
proposal that Jubilee cycles were instituted at Creatioreven though Scripture does not present the
existence of Jubilee cycles prior to the Israelitet’agce into the Promised Land, we are persuaded that
they did, nonetheless, exist. The authoflloé Book of Jubileesad this same understanding. The fact
that the author ofThe Book of Jubileeshared our personal view doesn’t mean it’s correct, bu
nevertheless, it's a view that we believe makes sehsether words, we lean towards believing that the
Jubilee cycle, in the same way as the weekly cyds, ‘put in motion” at Creation.

With regard to option #2 above, we have already devairtk space towards expressing our view
that the year of Jubilee is, in and of itself, presdrtby Scripture as specified exception | feel that
commentator John Wesley did an outstanding job of exgingron why the 50 year is preciselyhat ...
the 50" year:

25:10 The fiftieth year - The year of jubilee was not theyf@amd ninth year, as some learned
men think, but precisely the fiftieth. The old weekly sabhbatitalled the seventh day,
because it truly was so, being next after the six days of¢le& and distinct from them all:
and the year of release is called the seventh year,idievi25:4, as immediately following
the six years, Leviticus 25:3, and distinct from them all. Andke manner the jubilee is
called the fiftieth year, because it comes next after seues seven or forty - nine years,
Leviticus 25:8, and is distinct from them all.

If those of Glenn’s persuasion can be properly refervedst“Year 50 = Year 1” proponents, then
those who believe that the forty-ninth year coinsidéth the Jubilee Year can be referred to as “Year 49
= Year 50” proponents. Neither view recognizes “Year 50being a separate, distinct year, and this is
where both sides, in our estimation, took a wrong tukevertheless, if we were to believe that the
Israelites entered the Land in thé"4@ar ... and if we believed that®29ear wasalsoa Jubilee Year, we
would have no problem with the command to sow and reahdonéxt six years. By making year 50 a
“ghost year,” there can be no concerns about reducengumber of years needed to work the land.

Historical Evidence: The Israelites Entered the Promiskeand During a Jubilee Year

As we continued researching Glenn’s claim that the lisgaalidn’t enter the Promised Land during a
Jubilee Year, not only did we find that he is at odds withe¢ who share his view with regard to the
length of the Jubilee cycle, but his beléd$o contradicts the beliefs of historical Judaism. Thisasa
new revelation; in fact, even Glenn has expressediterstanding that ancient Judaism “has tended t¢
believe” that the Israelites entered the Land duridglalee Year.

Historically, the Jews have tended to believe that mfi@ece into the promised land came in a
year of Jubilee. The alignment of the chronologysetier Olansupports that view as well.

* FromJohn Wesley's Explanatory Notes on the Whole Bilyldohn Wesley, (produced between 1754 and 1765); online
version may be accessed at the following URL:
http://www.biblestudytools.com/Commentaries/\Wesleys Notes/wes.cgi?book=le&chapter=025
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While | do not necessarily find proof in Scripture that Issaghtrance into the promised land
actually took place in a year of Jubilee, the point is thistis what they typically believed
(including Maimonides}.

As we can see, Glenn is compelled to agree that, righitang, Jews have historically recognized
that the Israelites entered the Promised Land during adubdar. Elsewhere in his writings, Glenn
attempts to downplay this historical understanding, brgnitl as a “Jewish tradition” that is “merely an
assumption® Nevertheless, this is indeed a Jewish belief thatdeen handed down from generation to
generation. In determining whether it is right or wroagyreat place to start is the very Word of Yahweh.
This is why June and | believe as we do — based on ouunderstanding of Leviticus 25:2-12. To us, it
makes sense to glean from this text that, since theliss were to begin “Year 1” of the Jubilee cycle in
the year thatollowedtheir entrance into the Promised Land, this can onlgmtieat theoreceding year
the year in which they entered — was a Jubilee Year.

Independent authors share this same view. | did an ibt€&negle” search to see if | could find
believers who, solely based on their understandingeoftriptural account, believe the Israelites entered
the Promised Land during a Jubilee Year. | found that tremaanywho share this view. Here is just
one example:

And the year Israel entered the promised land was a Jubilee year (Deut 31:7-11; Josh 1:11,13;
4:1-7; 5:10-12), which is also prophetic of the time of liberty and rest in the Kingdom of God
during the millennium that will occur at the return and reign of Jesus Christ (Isa 61:1; Lk 4:16-
21; Heb 4:1-16; Rev 20:4).”

The author of the above commentary believes that 8ceipin and of itself, supports believing that
the Israelites entered the Promised Land during a Jubdae YWhat | find interesting is the fact that the
verses he uses to validate his belief are not the sarsess/that June and | use. Nevertheless, if you werg
to ask himwhy he believes the Israelites entered the Promised Lanagdaidubilee Year, he would
answer, “My interpretation of Scripture.”

This brings us to the “Jewish tradition” that Glenn Momentions above. Glenn recognizes that
Jewish tradition supports believing that the Israelitésred the Promised Land in a Jubilee Year, but he
downplays it as “an assumption ... (which may or may eatdsrect).” Certainly, | would agree that
there are many Jewish traditions that are unscriptin@kjuestion is, “Is this tradition one of them?” Is
the tradition that the Israelites entered the Pragnisend during a Jubilee year unscriptural? Based on
what we’ve just seen, modern-day proponents of a Jubdae entrance, including June and me, agree
that this tradition idased on an understanding of what we are given by Scripture

®> From “An Excerpt from Chapter 10 Biscovering the Jewish Messiah Within the Prophecy of Dahigy 9V. Glenn
Moore, p. 10. I located this commentary at the followirR_-U
http://www.itsaboutthattime.net/PDF%20Files/Discover%268iEh %20Ch10. pdf

® Cf., Glenn Moore’s “Answering Objections” page on Wi site, which was initially posted at:
http://www.itsaboutthattime.net/answer_objections,Hiat later moved to

http://www.itsaboutthattime.net/49 vrs_50_cycles.htm

" From "Keeping the Sabbath & Jubilee Years... Fawagerous Sustainable Agricultural Economy," by AlleiStaut, 2007
by Serf Publishing, Inc. This study may be read in itsetgtby accessing the following URLhttp://www.cgca.net/serf-

publishing/sab&jubyears.htm
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When we examine the writings of those ancients béleved the Israelites entered the Land during a
Jubilee Year, it becomes clear that our modern-day irttgon is in synch with the understanding that
those believers gleaned from the Word.

Although the Jewish historian Josephus doesn't telidaiders outright whether or not the Israelites
entered the Promised Land during a Jubilee Year, he dieesaflue that it very well could have been.
As we know, the Jubilee Year is the time when the eeptare set free, hence the tdibrarty is used in
association with the Jubilee. It is not at all surpgsthen, that the name given to the first place of
encampment following their entrance into the PromisaadLis a hame that, according to Josephus,
denotediberty:

Now the place where Joshua pitched his camp was calledl Gabich denotes
liberty; for since now they had passed over Jordan, they lookedeomselves as
freed from the miseries which they had undergone from the Eggptand in the
wilderness.

| find it very interesting that, according to Josephus]sreelites didn't officially consider themselves
“freed from the miseries which they had undergone frioerEgyptians’until they entered the Promised
Land. Glenn Moore, on the other hand, believes the dug#ar occurred during the year of their
departure from Egypt, as though they were “set ftkeatyear. | will not argue the point that the
Israelites were indeed “freed” from the Egyptiansybar of the Exodus, but, again, Josephus expresses
the understanding that they didofficially consider themselves as “freed” until they crossed iowe the
Promised Land. In fact, Yahweh Himself expresseduwdiat same understanding when, in Joshua 5:9,
He said to Joshua, “This d&ave | rolled away the reproach of Egypt from off you/Vere the Israelites
freed from the “reproach of Egypt” when they finishedssing the Red Sea or was it when they finished
crossing the Jordan River?

Many will search the meaning of the Hebrew w@Githal and conclude that Josephus didn’t know
what he was doing when he expressed that it denotesylibekccording to Hebrew-English lexicons,
Gilgal means “circle” or “wheel”; hence, the connotatiorfralling” or “rolling away.” Thus, it might
appear that Josephus didn’t know Hebrew very well. Hewen a footnote to his translation of
Josephus’ commentary, translator William Whiston wtheefollowing:

| agree here with Dr. Bernard, and approve of Josephigpretation of Gilgal for
liberty. See Joshy, 9.

Is it possible that the naming of the Israelitest fisscampment after crossing into the Promised Land
had anything to do with the Jubilee Year? | would answer kesvever, in our drive to produce
historical evidence that ancient believers understood &dubear entrance into the Promised Land, the
above commentary from Josephus is the “tip of thieeng” so to speak.

Rather than go into extensive detail providing our versioth® historical evidence supporting the
fact that ancient believers recognized a Jubilee Yaamce into the Promised Land, we have decided tq

8 Cf., The Works of Flavius Josephisanslated by William Whiston, A. M., Vol. IAntiquities of the Jewd&ook V, ch. 1,
sec. 11, Baker Book House, Grand Rapids, MI, 1992, p. 293.
9 .

Ibid.
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allow a proponent of the 49-year Jubilee cycle do itusr What follows is a commentary from a
supporter of the 49-year Jubilee cycle, who cohesivelyaggthat the historical understanding aligns
with a Jubilee Year entrance into the Promised Land:

The Date When Counting Started

Previously it was stated that the timing of all Jubileergecan be calculated by going back
in 49-year intervals from Ezekiel's Jubilee that stanedishri of 574 BC, i.e. 574t in the
notation of Table 1. The first year of this Jubilee cycle raste been 48 years earlier, in
622t, which is consistent with the tradition of theder Olamand the Talmud that the prior
year (Josiah's 18th year, 623t) was a Jubilee. If we golfadkbilee cycles (16 x 49 = 784
years) from 622t, we find that the year beginning in Tishri of 1B06vas the first year of a
Jubilee cycle. According to the religious calendar traated the year in Nisan (Ex 12:2), this
was in the year beginning on Nisan 1 of 1406 BC. This is idgdriticthe date for the entry
into Canaan that can be derived from 1 Kings, @ik verse that synchronizes Solomon's
fourth year with the 480th year of the Exodus-era. When usednjunction with Edwin
Thiele's date for the beginning of the divided kingdom, 1 Kingpkdes the Exodus in 1446
BC and the beginning of the Conquest, 40 years later, in 1408 BC.

There is only one chance in 49 that 1406 BC, the date fornting @ Canaan that is
derived from 1 Kings 6:1, would start a Jubilee cycle ifsitmaintained that the book of
Leviticus was not in existence at that timdhe calendar of Jubilee and Sabbatical years
therefore establishes the accuracy of the time of the Exodusrdry into Canaan as derived
from 1 Kings 6:1, since these dates fit in exactly withJineilee/Sabbatical-year calendar.

Earlier, it was demonstrated that the timing of the Satddagears was known as early as
the time of Jehoshaphat in the ninth century BC. But thie@ubycles now give evidence
that their timing goes all the way back to 1406 BC. Foreghsko hold to the non-Mosaic
authorship of Leviticus, the situation has gone from embaraggie mention of activities
associated with a Sabbatical year long before the exile)ajor setback (all the mentioned
activities fit exactly into the Jubilee/Sabbatical-year mdde), to inexplicable. Late-date
theories of the composition of the Pentateuch cannot explainld®& BC, when Israel
entered Canaan according to 1 Kings 6:1, just happefa| tat the beginning of a Jubilee
cycle, as derived from the Jubilee beginning at the time ekiEts vision (Ez 40:1).

For Late-Date Theories, It Gets Worse

The Seder Olam(chap. 11) and the Talmudr@kin 12b) give the number of Ezekiel's
Jubilee: the 17th. This is in exact agreement with titey énto Canaan in 1406 BCThe
authors of theSeder Olamand the Talmud could not have done the calculation to get this
accuracy, because their known calculation methods were not #eletjuasolve the
chronological problems of the kingdom period and the time of thgegt Their methods were
even incapable of correctly calculating the 49 years betwesahJ Jubilee and Ezekiel's
Jubilee, which indicates that the Jubilees at these tiasesyell as the number of Ezekiel's
Jubilee, were historically remembered, not calculatelatsy writers (Young 2006c¢: 77).

The date for the entry into Canaan based on the Judailerdar is derived by a method that
is independent of the method of deriving this date from the 486sy&al Kings 6:1.
However, the dates given by the two methods are idenfidas affirms the correctness of the

% The year of the Israelite entrance into the PsechiLand as proposed by Mr. Young (1406 BCE) is cleastgrince with
the year proposed by Glenn Moore (1396 BCE) — a ten yiaratice.
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1446 date for the Exodus. But it does more: it shows tha@leltidate for the beginning of
the divided monarchy (the date that is essential for detergnSolomon's fourth year) is
assuredbecause it can be established by two independent methoit® Thiele's date for the
division was derived by a careful study of the exact chronolodatal for the kingdom period
found in Kings and Chronicles, the fact that the date k& lindependently verified gives
confidence not only in that date, but in all other dategnrkengths, and synchronisms that
Thiele used to derive it. This is similar to balancoe's checkbook against the ending
balance shown in the bank's statement: when our endingqtptds with the bank's, then we
can have confidence that all our individual figures and caticuis that went into deriving our
ending total are corrett.

According to the findings of the above author, himseffroponent of the 49-year Jubilee cycle, the
Israelites entered the Promised Land during a Jubilee Yasahe establishes, his findings corroborate the
writings of theSeder Olamwhich is a second century Jewish writiiggs well as the Talmud. As we
read earlier, even Glenn agrees that $egler Olamprovides historical support for believing that the
Israelites entered the Land in a Jubilee Year. Howydhie Seder Olanonly dates back to the second
century CE. There mnotherhistorical writing that predates ti&=der Olanby at least three centuries!

In our previous chapter, we addressed Glenn Moore’s heaagceloriThe Book of Jubileess being
an ancient record testifying of believers who recognized 48-Jigailee cycles. In his attempt to drive
home his point, Glenn emphasized tihe Book of Jubileesas very popular “at and before the time of
the Messiah.” In fact, he added that this wokkis“very popular and even considered Scripture by many
Jews at that time.” We noted that Glenn “pulled all the stops” in attemgtio call our attention to the
historical significance offhe Book of Jubilees However, we also noted (in a separate footnote) thaf
Glenn avoids, omits and dismiss&bhe Book of Jubileesvhen it conflicts with his own personal
theological understanding. One of those major ap¢@enflict is the timing of the Israelites’ entrance
into the Promised Land. We have already seen that) among those who share Glenn’s “Year 50 =
Year 1” position, many agree with June and me in belieWiagthe Israelites entered the Promised Land
during a Jubilee Year. Moreover, every historical eziee we have thus far examingldo agrees that
Joshua led Israel into the Promised Land during a Jubiése. Y Most notable among those historical
references is the very reference touted by Glenn in suppahe 49-year Jubilee cycleThe Book of
Jubilees

Y From "Evidence for Inerrancy from a Second Unexpectedc®: The Jubilee and Sabbatical Cycles," by Rodg¥p@ng,
Bible and Spad#&lagazine, Vol. 21, No. 4 (Fall 2008 issue), Associate8iiolical Research, Akron, PA, pp. 118-119. As we
indicated prior to citing this article, Mr. Young share®i@i Moore’s position that the Jubilee cycle consistd%fyears.
However, unlike Glenn, Young doest believe that "Year 50 = Year 1." Rather, he beligtas "Year 49 = Year 50," as
evidenced by the following quote: "There are also prdcticasiderations that show that the Jubilee cycle wayed®s
instead of 50. If the Jubilee was a separate year folipthe seventh Sabbatical year, then there wouldvbesticcessive
years of voluntary refraining from sowing and reaping, #rade is no indication of such anywhere in Scriptufdl. these
considerations establish that the Jubilee cycle wasa&$ yand the Jubilee year was identical to the se\&adtbatical year."

12 According towikipedia “Seder Olam Rabbah (Hebrew:ian o2 7o) is the earliest post-exilic chronicle preserved in the
Hebrew language. Tradition considers it to have beettewrabout 160 CE by Yose b. Halafta ... the author prolugsigned
the work for calendrical purposes, to determine thektiae creation.” For more information, you mayd#ae online
Wikipediaarticle "Sedr Olam Rabbah" latttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seder_Olam_Rabbale will later see that Glenn
Moore extensively uses tl8=der Olanas a basis for determining calculations of Sabbayeals.
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The Book of Jubileegss you may know, consists of a narrative of theohysof the world as given to
Moses by the “angel of the face.” Of course, as Glaméstablished, this historical narrative includes g
chronological timeline consisting of 49-year Jubilee cycleHowever, what Glenn omits from his
commentaries offhe Book of Jubilees the fact that Moses is indirectly informed thag tisraelites
would enter into the Promised Laddring a Jubilee Year The book draws to @ose with Moses being
told that, up until that point in time, forty-nine Jubile@saddition to one “week” of years (i.e., seven
years),plus two yearshad elapsed from the days of Adam. In other wordse gime expiration of the
49" Jubilee, nine years had passed. From that momenten diraording to the “angel of the face,” forty
years lay ahead of the Israelites until they crossedlordan River. When we “do the math,” we see tha
the final year of the remaining 40 years waoallsb be theforty-ninth yearof that Jubilee.

If we follow the sequence of events presentedrbg Book of Jubileesve understand that as the
Israelites were making preparations for entering the BemriLand, the New Year began with the month
known in Hebrew aé\bib. This marked the ending of the"4@ear of their wandering and the beginning
of what is known as the Israelite conquest of Palestifidat New Year, according tdhe Book of
Jubilees was a Jubilee YearSince the text doesn’t actually come out and statettivas a Jubilee Year,
we have to “do the math.” With this in mind, in ordedgfinitively illustrate the fact that the author of
The Book of Jubileeggarded the year during which the Israelites entereBribmised Land as being a
Jubilee Year, we will first provide the pertinent quoterfrbhe Book of Jubilees

CHAP. L. 1. And after this law I made known to thee the days of Sabbaths in the
desert Sinai, which is between Elam and Sinai. 2. And I told you concerning the
Sabbaths of the earth on Mt. Sinai, and concerning the years of jubilees with the
Sabbaths; and also the year I mentioned to you; but the year thereof we did not tell
you, until thou comest into the land which ye shall possess; and ye shall make the
land also observe the Sabbaths for those dwelling in it, and the years of jubilees shall
learn. 3. Concerning this I have ordained for thee the weeks of years and the jubilees,
from the days of Adam to this day: forty-nine [jubilees] and one week and two years;
and yet forty years are before for learning the commandments of YHWH, until ye
cross the border of the land of Canaan, crossing the Jordan on the western side, and
jubilees will pass by until Israel shall be cleansed from all fornication and guilt and
uncleanness and contamination and sin and transgression, and shall dwell in all the
land in safety, and no Satan and no evil one will injure him, and the land will be
cleansed from that time on and to eternity.13

As revealed by the author ®he Book of Jubilegegorty-nine Jubilee cycles since the days of Adam
had come and gone, in addition to one “week” (sevensyeanrd two extra years. Since Moses and the
Israelites had 40 years of wandering ahead of them,dlfssus that Moses was given this information
shortly after the Israelites’ departure from Egypt.ug;twith the passing of the A9ubilee cycle, the 50
cycle begamine years prior to the Exodudn order to more vividly illustrate our point, we dmeaking
it down mathematically as follows:

13 The Book of Jubilee€hapter 50, w. 1-3, Translated from the Ethiopic byrGeél. Schodde; first printed in Oberlin, OH
by E. J. Goodrich, 1888, p. 130.
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The Claim: Yahweh Did Not Require the Israelites to Observe the First Jubilee that Fell
After Their Entrance into the Promised Land

As we know, the 50th Jubilee cycle had already begun:

+ 7 yeaosd “week” of years)

_+ yRars

= 9 yeafste 50" Jubilee had elapsed

_+ 4@ars of Wandering that lay ahead of them

="A¥ear of the 50 Jubilee marked the final year of Wandering

Conclusion: Since the #9/ear of Wandering ended when the Israelites entered thesebm
Land, this meanthe 50" yearhad begun- a Jubilee Year.

The foregoing is an incontrovertible fact, at leaspeesented by the authorTie Book of Jubilees
Remember, this is the same historical work that Glenor®linsists as having beefiety popular and
even considered Scripture by many Jews at that time,” i.€., before and during the time of the Messiah. In
the “Introductory Notes” toThe Book of Jubilegghe translator affirms the understanding that fifty
Jubilee cycles elapsed between Creation and the Isg@ittrance into the Promised Land:

The time between the creation and the entrance of IsmelCanaan is counted as fifty
jubilees, or 2,450 years, which in general agrees with tiiediirecords-

We thus see thdthe Book of Jubilee# spite of Glenn’s support of this historical referenmesents
aJubilee Year Entranceto the Promised Land, which conflicts with his teachivge might also point
out that wherea¥he Book of Jubileesonveys that the entrance was at beginning pointof the 5f'
Jubilee cycle, Glenn Moore teaches that the Isradditésred the Promised Land towards ¢he of the
539 Jubilee cycle. We will cover this particular discrepalater in our study’

For those of you who, like me, process informatiotteoavith the use of visual aids, we have decided
to offer a side-by-side comparison of the Jubilee caleonffared by Glenn Moore with the Jubilee
calendar described iFhe Book of Jubilees

4 |bid, “Introductory Notes,” p. Xiii.
> See Part II, ch. 10Selective Scholarship and Glenn’s Use of The Book of Jubilees
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The Claim: Yahweh Did Not Require the Israelites to Observe the First Jubilee that Fell
After Their Entrance into the Promised Land

A Side-by-Side Comparison of Two Jubilee Calendars Depicting the dé&r¥ of Wandering

Jubilee Calendar According to W. Glenn Moore
Cyele 53

Jubilee Calendar According to The Book of Jubilees

Cycle 50

Week

15t Day Year 3rd Day Year | #th Day Year | 5th Dag Year Fabbatical Year

Week | lstDayYear | 2mdDay¥ear | 3rdDay¥ear | 4thDayYear | SthDay¥ear | 6thDayYear | Sabbatical Year

FEEEE- - L > R ERRFEERE: 1 SEEH H SRIIREBELLL HEtEE L R e
Plagues -Exodus

Spi 1436 BCE
1 | 1 2 3 4 5 6

Startof40 Years
Fall Year1 |Fal

R L Bt E 268

£0th Jubilee
b

‘18t yearof | 2
wandering
Spring [

Fall 4 | Fa 44 | Fal

fit) % HETHAHITHE 'S, L P TRTHHEIPH ) HEFEHITHITHE ')

e lommon Era (BCE)

53rd Jubilee
1388

® o "
755 op Humbers = Creation Date (ED) [~lach
Bed
Five Years of Sowing and Reaping
I |

Land in
£1st Jubilee

Five Years of Sowing and Reaping

Spring 50

This is a screen capture of Cycle 53 of Glenn Moore’s Ju
Calendar, depicting the Israelites’ entrance into the Promised
Land during the 4Dyear of that cycle. The only addition | mad
to his calendar was to insert the large yellow arrow depicting
fact that Glenn’s proposed modehuiresfive yearsof sowing
and reaping at the beginning of each Jubilee cycle. Glenn als
has the Israelites entering the Promised Land prior to a
Sabbatical yearleaving them a full five months for planting and
harvesting a garden (if they so desired) before the onset of
Glenn’s proposed Sabbatical Year. Yetthe command was,
“When you come into the land which | give yihgn shall the
land keep a rest unto Yahweh.” (Lev. 25:2)

>0
)

According to Jubilees 50:forty-nine Jubilee cycles, in addition

“a week and two years,” had elapsed from Creation until the mom
the “angel of the face” imparted to Moses the history of thedvor
He added that 40 years yet lay ahead of them before crossing intd
Canaan. Since nine years of the current Jubilee had already
transpired, this meant that “year 40” of their wandering would
coincide with the forty-ninth year of the Israelites’ wandgr- the
seventh Sabbatical year of that cycle - bringing the Israéliteshe
Promised Land at the beginning of thé'Siibilee cycle. According
to this model, since it was a Jubilee Year, the Israelicegdunot
have been permitted to sow or reap until the following spring. Of
course, the problem with this model, which is the same profaleed
by Glenn, is the fact that there could only be five years ahgamnd
reaping at the beginning of the next Jubilee cycle (see Pentpter
2), whereas the Scriptural command states that they were targbw
reap forsix years(Lev. 25:3).

ent

The Israelites’ First Jubilee Year in the Promised Land ... éarding to Glenn Moore

As | mentioned earlier, Glenn Moore’s chronologidcaleline requires believing that the Israelites did
not observe the Jubilee year that fell subsequeriteio éntrance in the Promised Land. Although | had
seen and reviewed Glenn’s “Jubilee calendar” on severasioosa | hadn’t studied it with the intense
scrutiny that would have enabled me to discern this key aspedthe certainly does not advertise
anything to the effect of, “The Israelites didn’t obsetive first Jubilee year that fell subsequent to their

entrance into the Promised Land!”

| don’t blame him fat advertising this fact, for it adds no
credibility to his position and, as | will demonstratejefies sound reasoning. In response to my reques

for a visual aid, Glenn very graciously reproduced this pdaticime frame from his Jubilee calendar and
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The Claim: Yahweh Did Not Require the Israelites to Observe the First Jubilee that Fell
After Their Entrance into the Promised Land

offered it for my review. It is displayed on page 44efdse you examine his calendar, | believe | should
point out some key aspects worthy of note:

1. Glenn ascribes a Jubilee year to the year of the Exodusdigation that a Jubilee year has a
considerable measure of significance, since the Iszaefiyear of release” coincided with a
Jubilee year).

2. Glenn believes the Israelites entered the Promised dlarg year 42 of that Jubilee count,
which coincided with a Sabbatical year. (This Sabbatieal was observed by Israel, so it
follows that they would havalso observed the upcoming Jubilee year).

3. Glenn maintains that although “year 50 fell eight yester their entrance into the Promised
Land, it was ignored.

4. For Glenn’s theory to be correct, the Israelites mastehcounted eight Sabbatical cycles
after their entrance into the Promised Land beforgenting their first Jubilee year, even
though Yahweh plainly instructed them to “number sevébaths of years unto thee” from
the time they entered the Promised Land. A care&ding of the first 13 verses of Leviticus
25 reveals that, if we stay within the context, therutttons given there apply to what the
Israelites were commanded to do once they entereddtictewhich | give you” (Lev. 25:2).
One of those instructions had to do with hallowing théh5@ar (Lev. 25:9-13). Glenn
chooses to interpret verses 9-12 as occuright sabbatical cycles after their entrance into
the Promised Land, even though the plain context ofetftee setting demonstrates a
sequence asevensabbatical cycles.

To briefly summarize the differences that we hawh wegard to Glenn’s interpretation of Leviticus
25:3-13, June and | believe that verses 3-7 specify the instisigbertaining to how to count to and
observe their first Sabbatical year. Verses 8-13 aglthtructions pertaining to what they are to do after
having observed seven of those cyclest (seven additional cycles, as proposed by Glenn). Glen
interprets verses 3-7 as pertaining to sabbatical cycleofldwing their entrance into the Land), and then
he believes the Israelites skipped a Jubilee obsenlmioee counting seven additional cycles, and only
then did they observe their first-ever Jubilee year.

As | mentioned earlier, | was somewhat confused bystle@ario described by Glenn, so | asked him
to provide a visual aid of sorts depicting the time frammftbbe Jubilee Year which Glenn believes fell at
the time of the Exodus, extending to the first JubMear that the Israelites observed in the Promised
Land. As the calendar he produced on the following pagmal® the Israelites skipped the observance of
the Jubilee Year that fell 50 years after they left Egypt

The Jubilee Cycle Page 12

=




The Claim: Yahweh Did Not Require the Israelites to Observe the First Jubilee that Fell
After Their Entrance into the Promised Land

The following calendar was composed by W. Glenn Moore on 09/06/2008:

Scenario of events beginning with Israel’s entrance into the Promised Land (49-Year Jubilee Cycle):

Jubilee 2 3 4 5 6 7
Yearat| countofs0 2 3 4 5 6
Exodus| vearsbegins

8 9 10 11 12 13 14
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
29 30 31 32 33 34 35
28 29 30 31 32 33 34
36 37 38 39 40 41 42
Israel Enters
35 36 37 38 39 40 Land in
Sabbatical
Year

43] 44 | 45 | 46 | 47| 48 49

r H Rest
Sow and Reap the land for Six Years ‘ b
50 1 2 K] 4 5 6 7
3‘_73‘;“:;5:':: 4 Count Seven Times Seven Years to Jubilee |

9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32 33 34 35

3o 37 38 3o 40 41 42

43 44 45 46 47 48 49

Jubilee
Year

Notice that, upon the Israelites’ entrance into the Prothlsend, Glenn’s system requires believing that they
observed a Sabbatical year, but Yahweh had them igherepcoming Jubilee year! In fact, when that particular
“year 50” came around, it was a year of sowing and reaping! Why did Yahseiire the Israelites to observe the
institution of the Sabbatical year upon entering the Promised LandGBIORE the upcoming Jubilee year??
Moreover, according to Glenn, Yahweh intended for the Isesetd wait to number the “seven sabbaths of years”
until afterthey had already counted off one “null” cycle of seven yearsfer to it as a “null cycle” because it

had no effect on any Jubilee count insofar as Israel was concernedn.th@ugh they had been told to number
“seven times seven” years from the time that they entbeetand.
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The Claim: Yahweh Did Not Require the Israelites to Observe the First Jubilee that Fell
After Their Entrance into the Promised Land

If we review the above calendar, the number of “pkio@s to the rule” that Glenn needs to justify his
position is simply overwhelming. Not only must he mainmthat the “five years of sowing and reaping”
is an exception to the rule, but he is left to belidwa the Israelites, contrary to the plain instructions
Leviticus 25:8, waited out an entire Sabbatical cyclereefombering the “seven Sabbaths of years.”
Thus, instead of counting seven Sabbaths of years, Gétiends they were supposed to “just know” that
Yahweh meant for them to count eight. At first Idgbt that Glenn’s interpretation that the Israelites
counted eight Sabbatical cycles before observing theeduppdlar was another “exception,” but in a
subsequent explanatory note, | learned that he is addhnadthis is “no exception,” ... he believes this is
the only way the text can be properly understfoth other words, verses 3-7 are more than instructions
for counting to and observing the Israelites’ first Sailobhyear. They are, in Glenn’s estimation, to be
understood as the final cycle of the seven Sabbatica<ydlhen, after skipping the observance of that
Jubilee year (another exception), the Israelites eaustven more Sabbatical cycles, at the end of which
was their first-ever Jubilee year observance (Lev.-23)3

Given the above items of consideration, | maintat e cannot and should not expect Yahweh to
introduce the Jubilee cycle to a group of people who had nésgervad it before and expect them to
understand it the way Glenn explains that it had to be.déoeording to Glenn, the Israelites, who at
that point in time had never so much as dveardof a “Jubilee year,” were expected to learn that, in
order to arrive at a Jubilee year, one has to first ceenen Sabbatical years. As such, the year prior to
beginning such a count would have to be a Jubilee year. ‘ow@lenn has the Israelitegoring the
Jubilee year that he believes occurred prior to theintiog off the next seven Sabbatical cycles. We
find this reasoning to be unreasonable and unsupported bygriptugal account. Certainly, an
explanation is in order, and | asked Glenn to give meittewrexplanation, which he willingly provided.
| began the question to Glenn in this manner:

Yahweh instructed the Israelites to keep the land Sabbath when thegdetiter
Promised Land, but eight years later He had them ignore His Jubikee yEhis is
because ....

Here is how Glenn responded:

Yahweh doesn’t explain this in the text, but it is clear that keeping a year of
Jubilee at the start was not required. We know this because the text of Leviticus
25 does not mention it or require it. He only required them to keep it in the 50™
year. So, it is not such a big problem as some may believe.

I would like to suggest that the reason He did not require a year of Jubilee first is
because they had not been living in the land very long. To keep a Jubilee would
require (as the text plainly states) that they count 49 years. Since they had only
been in the land 8 years, they could not be expected to do this.

'®This comes from a rebuttal that Glenn sent me on 11/01/2B@8e are his exact remarksCOMMENT: The Israclites
counted everything out just as given in Leviticus 25. When they entered the land they counted that as a sabbatical year. Seven years
later they counted another sabbatical year. Then they were commanded to count seven more sabbatical years for a grand total of
nine (not eight) sabbatical years, including the first one that took place when they entered the land. How do I know this? Because,
that is what it says in the text!!”
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The Claim: Yahweh Did Not Require the Israelites to Observe the First Jubilee that Fell
After Their Entrance into the Promised Land

Again, they did not keep a Jubilee at the start, but then it is clear from the text
that Yahweh did not require it of them -- for whatever the reason.

Essentially, what Glenn is saying here is this: The dealyiéar really did come and go eight years
after entering the Promised Land, but it wasn’t obsebes@use it wasn't the right time yet. This would
be like a student in the public schools whose parents ohanweg the school year. The new reading
teacher tells the student that at the end of everwsek grading period a book report is due. The student
begins during the third week of the second six-week periodheAend of the six week period the student
does not submit a book report. When asked for an exglanae states, “You told me the book report is
due at the end of every six-week grading period, but I'vg beén here for three weeks. Therefore, |
don’t begin working on the project until a new grading@ebegins.” Do you really think a teacher will
let the student get away with this?

In the same way, Glenn has the Israelites entenmd’tomised Land during the course of an already-
in-progress Jubilee cycle. Glenn even has them observimgpamtant aspect of the Jubilee cycle, which
is the Sabbatical year. Yet, when the Jubilee yetvabfcycle arrives, Glenn has them ignore it. Tis
simply inconsistent with the way Yahweh works. Yahvwgpecified a new concept heretofore unknown
to the nation of Israel ... the Jubilee cycle ... which walsegin upon their entrance into the Promised
Land. June and | maintain that when the Jubilee yeaedynit wasobservednot ignored. Only when
the Israelites began drifting away from obedience towéh’s laws did the Jubilee year begin to be
ignored.

If a new student arrives at a public school during the midfib grading period, that student is
expected to participate along with the other students;asbaok report is due by the end of the grading
period, the new student has to produce a book report. @rdnatenay be given a few breaks due to the
obvious adjustments that have to be made from his presaho®ol program, as well as an accommo-
dation for the shorter amount of time he is given smrde book, but a book report is still due! However,
to complete the analogy, June and | maintain thastindent did not arrive during the third week of the
grading period. Rather, he arrived at the “school brgegt"prior to thebeginningof a new grading
period.

Like the new student who arrived at the “school breskihe same way, the Israelites arrived during
a Jubilee year “break.” The following year, they sowezlland and reaped a harvest. In fact, they sowe(
and reaped for six years. During the seventh year,aibesrved the “Land Sabbath.” They repeated this
cycle six more times for a total of 49 years, and they bbserved their first-ever Jubilee year. We
believe this understanding fits the context of Leviti2Gsl-12, whereas Glenn’s view requires force-
fitting his interpretation into the teXt.

In his commentary, Glenn explains, “Keeping a yeaubflde at the start was not required. We
know this because the text of Leviticus 25 does not merntmmrequire it.” | answer that the reason it

1 his rebuttal to our original study, Glenn responded toilloistration by commenting,l “believe the Israelites came to
school ‘late’ in the semester, and as such were r@gyired to take the standard ‘Sabbatical year’ testnbuthe ‘Jubilee
year’ test—since that test required them to have theafdl complete knowledge from the start of the seméstarother
words, according to Glenn, observing their first-everb@sibal cycle was all the Israelites could handleleyTheeded 48
additional years before they would be capable of observihgilee year!
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isn’t mentioned where he thinks it should be mentiond#éause it didn’t eveoccuruntil 50 years after
they entered the Land. For Glenn’s explanation touewould be akin to someone making a ridiculous
claim that a new moon occurred on tffedgy of the month, and the reason no one is recordealvirs
observed that new moon is because the text didn’t nreittay require it!

| am displaying below the calendar that | believe makesnost sense with regard to the Israelites’
entrance into the Promised Land:

Comparing Opposing Jubilee Views Pertaining to the Israelites’tgninto the Promised Land

Scenario of events heginning with Israel’s entrance into the Promised Land (50-Year Jubilee Cycle):

hndbeepa 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Sabbath unto
Yahweh.”
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31 32 33 34 35
36 37 38 39 40 41 42
43 44 45 46 47 48 49
50

With this scenario, the Israelites kept a land Sabbath upon enfatmthe Promised Land (Lev. 25:2), then they sowed and
reaped for six years before keeping another land Sabbath (Lev. Z518y. numbered seven “Sabbaths of years” (Lev. 25:8),
then proclaimed liberty throughout the land, observing the year dfedun the 56 year (Lev. 25:9-12). By deduction, we
can ascertain that the land Sabbath that they immediately kept upringrihe Promised Land was the year of Jubilee.
Notice that upon keeping this year of Jubilee, they sowed and réamxl years not five, as required by the opposing belief
system. Moreover, the typology fits: Just as the lanofneto its rightful owner during the year of Jubilee, the Prenthis

Land returned to its rightful owners the year the Israelitesrextit! It is fitting that this was a Jubilee year.

| feel obligated to add an historical note of inter&slenn places a great deal of value on historical
evidence, including his position that tBeok of Jubilegswvhich he believes was very popular within the
ranks of first-century Judaism, serves as strong evidbatdews of this time period regarded the Jubilee
cycle to be forty-nine years in length. That, of ceurs a separate discussion, but suffice it to say that
Glenn places a great deal of value on historical evidembes having been established, | find it very
interesting that Glenn understands that, historically,idodhaas understood that the Israelites entered intg
the Promised Land during a Jubilee year. The followingnesentary is taken from Glenn’s work entitled
Discovering the Jewish Messiah Within the Prophecy of Daniel 9
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Historically, the Jews have tended to believe that mfi@ece into the promised land came in a
year of Jubilee. The alignment of the chronologysetier Olansupports that view as well.
While | do not necessarily find proof in Scripture that Issaghtrance into the promised land
actually took place in a year of Jubilee, the point is thistis what they typically believed
(including Maimonides}?

| find it somewhat contradictory to, on the one hand,gpfach a high value on historical
understanding -- to the point that it is used as evidexmeosting a certain belief, but then, on the other
hand, when faced witadditional historical evidence that conflicts with that samedfethat evidence is
dismissed or otherwise rejected. We should also talkeaidslenn’s remark in which he states that he
doesn't see any evidence from Scripture that Israelisecs into the Promised Land actually took place
during a Jubilee year. As we established at the beginnitigsathapter, it is precisely because this is
how June and | understand the Scriptural instructions givehettsraelites in Leviticus 25 that June and |
base our own understanding. Indeed, it is through propersgebat we determine that Scripture only
supports the Israelites’ entrance into the Promised laarhaving occurred during a Jubilee year ... just
as Judaism has historically believed and taught. Regsetthld is a case of an individual’'s strong bias
influencing his interpretation of Scripture to the point theris unable to see that which Judaism has
always understood as being true.

8 From “An Excerpt from Chapter 10 Biscovering the Jewish Messiah Within the Prophecy of Dahigy 9V. Glenn
Moore, p. 10. I located this commentary at the followirR_-U

http://www.itsaboutthattime.net/PDF%20Files/Discover%20és/620Ch 10. pdf
The Jubilee Cycle Page 17




	Chapter_6
	Chapter_6_Historical_Evidence_When_Enter
	Chapter_6_Side_by_Side_Calendar_Compare
	Chapter_6_Israelites_1st_Yr_in_Land_Glen

